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PREFACE. 


There is an old complaint that our Christians do not 
prize the Sacrament of the Altar as they should. Luther 
laments: “Since the people are freed from the tyranny 
of the Pope, they no longer desire to go to the Sacrament, 
but despise it.” Since then conditions have not improved. 
Where to-day are the Christians who can assert that with 
entire sincerity and truth they repeat the words: — 


Ah, how hungers all my spirit 

For the love I do not merit! 

Oft have I, with sighs fast thronging, 
Thought upon this food with longing, 
In the battle well-nigh worsted, 

For this cup of life have thirsted, 
For the Friend who here invites us 
And to God Himself unites us? 


In the chamber of death we do find such Christians; 
would God we found more thus disposed at other times 
and in other places! 

Which is the greater wonder, that God in this Sacra- 
ment offers us sinners such exquisite blessings and riches 
or that we are so ungrateful for, and so unappreciative of, 
His unspeakable gift? Is it not sad that in congregations 
where the Lord’s Supper is celebrated once or twice every 
month, perhaps oftener, many, if not most, of the com- 
municants attend scarcely twice a year? Hven though we 
admit that heedlessness, worldly ambition, love of plea- 
sures, lack of humility, lack of deep conviction of sin, 
forgetfulness, worldly optimism and worldly pessimism, 
and many other false conceits keep people from the Sacra- 
ment, yet it cannot be denied that, in part at least, the 
negligence of some pastors is also to blame. Where Com- 
munion is celebrated frequently, the pastor often excuses 
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his hurry or inattention to careful preparation of the con- 
fessional addresses by a reference to lack of time. Thus 
it happens that stereotyped expressions, hackneyed phrases, 
and trite sequence of thought mar his productions. We 
have been told that in single instances the pastor simply 
reads the address to the communicants which is in the 
Agenda. Now, it is true, confessional addresses must ever 
touch the same strings of repentance of sin, faith in the 
Redeemer, and sanctification of life; but have not all 
truly Christian sermons essentially this same content? 
And yet there may be an infinite variety of matter, phrase, 
and wording. ‘To the Corinthians St. Paul wrote that he 
determined not to know anything among them save Christ 
and Him crucified, and yet how many things are touched 
upon, explained, taught, and: utilized for the purpose of 
administering admonition, comfort, reproof, and correc- 
tion in St. Paul’s writings! 

In order that he may not become stereotyped, the 
pastor should note how others express, illustrate, empha- 
size, arrange, and apply the truths of a text. We hope 
that this small volume may provide preachers with mate- 
rial for such workmanship. These short addresses may 
suggest texts or lines of treatment; they may call atten- 
tion to certain thoughts; they may aid any pastor to vary 
his mode of expression and assist busy pastors to deliver 
good addresses even when much serving interferes with 
meditation. A thoughtful pastor often finds a sermon in 
a sermon, that is to say, while he is reading a sermon, 
another sermon, entirely different from the one he is 
perusing, is suggested to him. 

In conclusion we would ask each pastor the question: 
Do you in your chief sermons urge attendance upon the 
Sacrament? Whatever may be the condition of your 
congregation, if your people do not attend the Lord’s 
Supper with due frequency, there is something wrong. 
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It is a mistake to preach concerning the Lord’s Supper to 
those only who attend the Sacrament; those who are not 
attending the Sacrament need it as much and more. We 
are not only to preach concerning the Lord’s Supper 
when people wish to hear something concerning the Lord’s 
Supper; we are to preach concerning this Sacrament when 
people do not care to hear anything concerning it. 

May He who has said that His Word shall not return 
void, but that it shall accomplish that whereto it is sent, 
again fulfil His promise by blessing these testimonies of 
His servants! 

Martin S. SomMMER. 
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“In the Lord Have I Righteousness 
and Strength.’’ 


Is. 45, 24 a. 

Surely, shall one say, in the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength. 

We have come into the presence of the holy God. We 
are about to appear at His Table. The purpose of our coming 
is humbly to plead with our gracious:God to cover our faulty 
‘lives with the garments of His righteousness and to supply 
our feeble spirits and famishing souls with His strength. 
We take this bold step trusting in the assurance of the holy 
prophet: “Surely, shall one say, 


“In the Lord Have I Righteousness and Strength.” 
1. 


We are urged confidently to exclaim: “In the Lord have 
I righteousness!” Every penitent sinner is to appreciate the 
great consolation that he, the unworthy, has a sufficient 
righteousness in the Lord. | 

We are in, this world for a purpose. God placed us as an 
exalted city on a hill that should not be hid. God made us 
candles that were not to be hid under a bushel, but to be 
placed on a candlestick and to give light to all that are in 
the house. Darkness, the darkness of revolting lawlessness 
and spiritual ignorance, is settling down on our fair land. 
Another generation is rising of which the greater part is 
bound to be ungodly and irreligious and therefore a standing 
menace to our nation, because it is not taught the fear of 
God. How feeble have our efforts been to stem the tidal 
waves of crime and vice that sweep over the land where God 
appointed us to live and to work for His glory! How slow 
was our eagerness to neutralize the deadly influences that 
were abroad by implanting the saving knowledge of the Lord 
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Jesus into the hearts of our fellow-citizens! Our flickering 
lamps were entirely too dim to blaze forth the needed light. 
We as Christians must ruefully plead guilty of neglected 
opportunities. 

Or have we good reason to boast of charity, of kindness, 
of love of our neighbor? The bodily needs of our fellow-men ~ 
should be of deep concern to us. God, who fed us with His 
bounties, has a right to demand that we, the beggars, should 
be kindly disposed toward our needy fellow-men. Yet we 
know full well that there were many tears that we neglected 
to dry, feverish brows that we failed to cool, and little feet 
of orphans for which we failed to buy shoes. Then, if we 
think of our unforgiving and loveless hearts, we dread to 
think of the word “righteousness.” 

We are living in a moral atmosphere that is strongly 
poisoned with the fumes of Sodom. ‘Tainted food is fed the 
minds of young and old with picture and film, through press 
and page, by word and example. “I was to be a leaven for 
good. I was to be God’s chosen pattern for purity. But oh! 
that I could hide before the omniscient eye of a pure God 
‘the defilements of my own heart! Where would I stand if 
God would summon me to give an account of how I met the 
requirements of all His broken commandments?” Indeed, 
our righteousnesses are as filthy rags. 

Yet God was continually at our side with His holy Word, 
holding us by the hand, lifting us back on our feet when our 
steps faltered, offering us the wholesome bread of His Gospel. 
The refreshing fountains of all spiritual life flowed freely at 
our divine services to cheer us on our way through the dreary 
desert. Nevertheless, even here we feel that our devotion 
was often altogether too listless, our desire to be edified too 
cold, and our zeal to practise and live what we heard too 
insincere. What a pity! 

Thus only a brief glance at our many sins of omission 
convinces us that we are not here to display splendid gar- 
ments woven from the precious fabrics of our holy living. 
No, the filthy tatters of our own righteousness are a disgrace 
to us and an insult to the King. 
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What we sadly lack in ourselves, however, has been gra- 
ciously supplied by our Redeemer. He summons us, saying: 
“Look unto Me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth; 
for I am God.... Surely, shall one say, in the Lord have 
I righteousness.” We are promised a sufficient righteousness 
from the God of our salvation, whose name is called “The 
Lord Our Righteousness.” He fulfilled every requirement of 
God’s holy Law for us. His bloody merit has canceled our 
guilt. Pointing to Calvary’s dark cross, He reminds us: 
“T have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions and, 
as a cloud, thy sins. Return unto Me; for I have redeemed 
thee.” Christ is our Righteousness. 

To-day your Redeemer invites you to His Table, where 
His last testament is to be administered. His bequest is: 
“Come, eat; this is My body, given for you. Come, drink; 
this is My blood, which is shed for you for the remission of 
your sins.” Come, therefore, with your hungry and needy 
souls, simply trusting in His faithful promises, and you may 
rejoice with a firm conviction: “Surely in the Lord have 
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Pye. 


God’s covering our shortcomings, however, does not give 
us license to sin. Nor should we regard the divine call to 
holy life and good works with indifference. The Holy Sup- 
per is to supply us also with the necessary strength for a holy 
life, a life abounding in good works. 

For our own sakes we ought to be anxious to manifest the 
real Christian life. Tolerated disobedience as well as wilful 
neglect of God’s will strangles the faith in us, whereas an 
active spiritual life is a constant token that we are God’s 
workmanship, created unto good works. We know that we 
have passed from death unto life because we love the 
brethren. What a comfort to have this testimony! 

Moreover, the world needs the fruits of our faith if it is 
not to perish utterly. We are in the world to benefit, to 
uplift, to save the world. God wants us to be His pattern 
and demonstration of the perfect life. By seeing our good 
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works our unbelieving friends, poh and neighbors are 
to be induced to glorify God. 

By leading a holy life, we also pay a debt of gratitude 
which we owe our God. Why did He create, redeem, call, 
convert, and sanctify us? Why does. He so lavishly provide 
for our every bodily and spiritual need? Why did He give 
us His Bible, His Sacraments, His Church? Merely. that 
we might escape hell and be received: into His glorious 
heaven? He tells us that we are created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works. This is the will of God, even our sancti- 
fication. Our Savior Jesus Christ gave Himself for us that 
He might redeem us from all iniquity and purify unto Him- 
self a peculiar people, zealous of good works. By suffering 
for us, Christ also left us an example that we should follow 
His steps. He His own self bare our sins in His own body 
on the tree that we, being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness. The one reason and purpose of our being in 
this world is to lead a. godly life and to abound in good 
works. For our own sakes, therefore, for the world’s sake, 
for God’s sake, we are willingly, cheerfully, spontaneously, 
to abound in every good thought, word, and deed. 

Yet. here we feel our great weakness. We become weary 
in well-doing. . We carry with us an unwillingness of the 
flesh that like a disastrous mildew continually blights our 
Christian life. Who of us is not constrained to complain 
Se St. Paul: “How to perform that which is good I find 

; for the good that I would I do not”? Instead of being 
eee for courage and giants for strength and manifesting 
genuine spiritual power, we must lament a wretched weak- 
ness which paralyzes our Christian manhood. 

Not in ourselves do we find the spiritual power we need, 
and therefore the prophet directs us to say: “In the Lord 
have I strength.” Christ says: “I am the Vine, ye are the 
branches; he that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit.” Holy Communion unites’ us, 
the branches, more intimately with Christ, the Vine. By 
partaking of the body and blood of our Savior as a seal 
and pledge of our redemption, our faith is strengthened; 
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A strengthened faith results in a stronger and more vigorous 
Christian life. In the Lord’s Supper we feast on the love’ of 
God. The fire of God’s love kindles both our love of God and 
of our neighbor. Thus we are made more zealous of good 
works. With Christ and His Spirit dwelling in our. hearts, 
we shall leave these holy precincts with the renewed con- 
viction: “I can ye all things through. Christ, which 
strengtheneth me.” Christ is our Strength. 

Come, then, all ye that are weary and heavy laden! 
Come as you are, with all your shortcomings; Christ will 
impart His righteousness to you with His body and blood. 
Come with your faltering faith and with your trembling 
hand to the banquet of God’s love. Only accept with a 
willing heart what your gracious God conveys. Then, re- 
freshed and strengthened, shall every one of you say: “Surely 
in the Lord have I righteousness and strength.” 

Cleveland, O. H. W. Barre.s. 


Necessity of Self-Examination. 


1 Cor. 11, 28. | 

But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread and drink of that cup. ; . 

To be a Christian means more than to bear the name of 
a follower of the Lord, more than to hear the public procla- 
mation of His truth occasionally and to conduct oneself as 
every moral, responsible human being should. To. be a Chris- 
tian means, first and foremost, to look upon Jesus as your 
greatest and highest Good, to trust solely in Him for all 
that you want to be in eternity, to rely only upon His 
mediatorial sacrifice for that peace of mind and soul with 
which you want to face your Maker on the Last Great Day, 
and to base all your hopes of ever being with your Creator 
on the other side of the grave upon nothing but the blood 
that was shed for you on Calvary to cleanse you from all 
your sins. To be a Christian is to have Jesus as the center 
of your faith, hopes, desires, and actions, as’ the apostle so 
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aptly expressed it when he said: “For me to live is Christ.” 
All that a Christian is and does must be done with Christ 
and, directly or indirectly, for Christ. And since Christ is 
the center, the core, of the Christian’s faith, hope, and affec- 
tions, nothing can be of greater value and worth to him, 
nothing can be more desired and appreciated by him, than 
that blessed and holy Sacrament wherein he may, in, with, 
and under the bread and wine, partake of that very blood 
which was shed for him, and that very body which was given 
for him, on Golgotha’s cross for the forgiveness of his sins 
and the strengthening of his faith, for the salvation of his 
soul and the assurance of his entering eternal life. 

Being so great a.privilege and so blessed a repast, the 
Holy Supper should be received with more than a passing 
interest, especially because the holy writer says that to re- 
ceive it unworthily will not only make it of none effect in 
you, but will do the exact opposite of that which God wishes 
it to do. Instead of giving you forgiveness of your sins, life, 
and salvation, unworthy participation will make you guilty 
of the body and the blood of the Lord; yes, partaking un- 
worthily, you eat and drink damnation to yourself. And it 
is for this reason that the apostle admonishes us most earn- 
estly, by divine inspiration, in the 28th verse of the 11th 
chapter of his First Epistle to the Corinthians: “Let a man 
examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink 
of that cup.” 

As a Christian you desire to come to the Lord’s Table 
worthily. And in order that you may do this, it is necessary 
that you truly recognize yourself to be a sinner, that you be 
sorry for your sins, and that you desire pardon from the 
Majesty of heaven and earth for the sake of the atonement 
Jesus made for you. Yet one of the most difficult things for 
us to do is to realize that we really are all as an unclean 
thing and that all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags. 
You go to church to worship. But do you worship as you 
ought? So often you do not. A hymn is sung, yet you do 
not grasp the meaning of the words you sing. A prayer is 
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said, yet when its “Amen” has reached the Throne of 
Heaven, you know not what was asked or whether it was 
a prayer or a thanksgiving. To your fellow-worshiper you 
appear sincere, devout, and attentive, but only God and 
you yourself know what other thoughts are flitting through 
your mind. The benediction is pronounced, you leave God’s 
house of worship, and yet you know no more than you did 
when you entered. A blessing was dispensed, but you failed 
to grasp it. What is all this? It is sin. And who of us is 
not guilty? We are all guilty. But are we all sorrowful 
because of it? Are we repentant? 

We toil six days of the week, and usually more than one 
evening is spent for recreation and pleasure; but how seldom 
thoughts of God, His Word and His will, occupy our atten- 
tion! The Lord’s Day dawns. We hear the bells of God’s 
houses of worship ealling us to feed our souls with the Bread 
of Life. But, oh, how slow is the response! How often do 
temptations to remain away get the better of us! And when 
evening comes and we consider the day, whether it was spent 
in the manner and for the purpose for which it was set aside, 
we must confess —oh, how often!—that it was spent in 
vain, that we added to the load of sin already resting upon 
our shoulders. 

We look into the mirror of God’s holy Law. We read 
and meditate upon that which God has a right to expect 
of us. Of what sins must we not plead guilty: hatred, 
enmity, jealousy, envy, peace-breaking, disobedience to God 
and to those who have been set over us by God in home, 
church, and state, impure thoughts and acts, sins of omission 
and sins of commission, not only one, two, or three of them, 
but hundreds and thousands of them! They are as innumer- 
able as the sands on the seashore. And each one of them 
carries with it its own terrible retribution, its own terrifying 
punishment, ending with the unbearable pain and agony of 
being eternally forsaken by God in the abyss of hell and 
desolation. Of a truth, “the wages of sin is death.” 

Such are we, sinners, subject to punishment, helpless as 
far as we ourselves are concerned, able to do nothing to 
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redeem ourselves or to assure ourselves a favorable sentence 
on the Day of Judgment. But—glory be to God in the 
highest! —as Christians we know that there is One who 
suffered for all our sins, who atoned for every one of them, 
go:that, if we will believe on Him and accept Him as our 
personal Savior, we shall be forgiven and be made heirs of 
eternal life. This One is He who in the Holy Supper offers 
us His true body and His true blood. Praise and thanks be 
to Him that He lived and died for us and that through God- 
given faith in. Him we may appropriate to ourselves the 
blessings He earned! 

As we are gathered here before the Lord’s altar and 
weigh the truths we have just heard, let us not seek to justify 
ourselves, let us not look about for excuses for our sinful 
actions, let us not strive to hide our sins, but let there be 
frank and open confession, let us confess all our sins and 
iniquities, knowing that God will be merciful to forgive for 
Jesus’ sake. Let us confess: O God, I am a sinner, my sins 
are as many as the stars in the heavens. I know that in me, 
that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing. But I am 
heartily sorry that I have offended Thee and called down 
upon myself Thy just wrath and condemnation. I beg Thee 
to forgive me all my transgressions; for I do believe Thy 
holy Word, which tells me that there is no other way to 
heaven than the way of faith in my crucified Lord. I do 
believe the words in the Sacrament: “Given and shed for 
you for the remission of sins”; yea, in them do I put my 
trust for the salvation of my soul. O God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner!) Make:me Thine own that I may serve Thee 
here in time-and hereafter in eternity. 

of. that is your sincere, honest, and upright confession, 
then you.will also have the God-pleasing intention, indeed, 
then you cannot but have the intention, to break away, with 
the help of the Almighty, from those sins with which you 
have besmireched your past life. Though you cannot attain 
perfection in this life, yet you will do all in your power to 
come as near to a perfect fulfilment of the requirements of 
God’s Law as is possible for man. You will aim to do that, 
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not in order to merit eternal life thereby,—for we are 
saved by faith, without the deeds of the: Law,—you will 
rather do that as an act of appreciation for the atoning 
sacrifice of the Master, which alone has made happiness in 
the hereafter possible for you. And when:temptations to sin 
come, you will fight against them, and if in some weaker 
moment in your life you should succumb and fall, you will 
not lightly forget your sin, but will repent of it, renew: your 
petitions for merey for Jesus’ sake and be more careful to 
guard against it in the future. : 

My dear communicant, it is a most ee pee most: eae 
repast you have come to enjoy. Are you worthy? Are you 
sorry that you have sinned, that you wounded Jesus and 
brought upon yourself the wrath of God? Dov you believe:in 
Jesus Christ as your Savior from sin and as-your God? Do 
you believe that His body was given and that His blood-was 
shed for you for the remission of your sins? And’have you 
the sincere intention, with the help of God, to improve ‘what 
has been amiss in you? Do you want to be saved through 
the blood Jesus shed for you? If that is your earnest and 
heartfelt desire, then come and let Jesus bless you with His 
body and blood. Come and now receive absolution as from 
God Himself and in no wise doubt, but firmly believe, that 
your sins are forgiven before the Throne of Heaven. Amen. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. Watrer Bruny. 


Are Our Names Written in the Book of Life? 


Rev. 20, 12. 

The books were opened, ... and they were jndyed out ‘ot those 
things which were written in the books. 

Another year is fast drawing to a close. A few short 
hours and it will have passed into the great ocean of eternity, 
shall be gone forever. And yet, though gone, something will 
remain. There are, our text tells us, “books” that are being 
kept; and in those books are recorded all the thoughts we 
have entertained, the words we have spoken, and the deeds 


we have done throughout this year, throughout all our years. 
It is a solemn thought to reflect that this record is being 
written concerning every individual of our human family; 
concerning the thoughtless as well as the thoughtful, the 
earnest as well as the light-hearted, the true believers as well 
as the unbelievers, that all alike are filling up a record. And 
by that record they will be judged,— you will be judged 
and J. God solemnize our hearts and minds as we fix our 
attention for a few moments on these records, as we reflect 
a little on some of the things that have been written there 
concerning us. 

“And the books were opened.” What books? We are not 
told their title, but there ought to be no difficulty in making 
them out. The first book, methinks, will be the book of God’s 
Law. Just as in our courts of justice the code book is always 
near at hand, to be appealed to in cases of uncertainty, so at 
that great scene of Judgment of which this chapter speaks; 
the first book will be the book of the revealed will and law 
of a just and holy God. “Here consider your station accord- 
ing to the Ten Commandments, whether you are a father, 
mother, son, daughter, master, mistress, servant,” says our 
Catechism. 

Then, too, another book that will be opened on that 
solemn oceasion will be the book of the dealings of God’s 
Holy Spirit with the fallen family of men. You remember 
how before the Flood He strove with mankind, until, after 
long patience, the threat was heard: “My Spirit shall not 
always strive with man”; and then came the fearful deluge, 
which swept the earth as with a scourge. But He did not 
cease His blessed -operations; He still strives with men. 
Since the Son of Man became incarnate, He has been espe- 
cially active. Nor has He failed in His efforts to you. Says 
our Catechism: He has called us by the Gospel, enlightened 
us with His gifts, and sanctifies us. 

And yet another set of books. The one is the book of 
God’s Providence. In that there is kept, without a pos- 
sibility of mistake, a record of all of God’s external dealings 
with us. That affliction which came upon you, be it by way 
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of sickness or accident, that loss which you sustained, that 
empty chalit.at your,fireside and vacancy in your life, by 
whom was it sent, and for what purpose was it sent? Or the 
mercies that have again during this twelve-month fallen to 
your lot, good health, prosperity in your calling, blessings 
in your home, what voice do they speak to you? These 
things are all recorded. Yes, the books of His divine Provi- 
dence will be opened, and you and I will on that day of 
reckoning hear how God has dealt with us and why. 

And the other is the book of our own life. Every one of 
us is writing such a book. We are, every one of us, authors, 
though we may never have written a line for publication in 
our lives. Every hour, every moment, we are filling in some 
space. As I stand here, the angels of God are busy recording 
all about us,— how I am preaching, whether I am looking 
up to Him for help to say what He would have me to say; 
and how you are hearing, whether you desire to be instructed 
that you may follow His bidding. 

A number of books. And what for? What is the teach- 
ing this would convey? Briefly expressed, this: God never 
forgets anything and will reward every soul according to its 
deeds. “We must all appear before the judgment-seat of 
Christ that every one may receive the things done in the 
body, whether it be good or bad.” Not a single sin does He 
forget. Let us remember that. The first conscious sin of 
our childhood is there on His books. The delinquencies and 
passions of our youth are recorded there; not one has been 
overlooked. You remember from the story of God’s prophet 
Elijah how, when the Lord had laid His hand upon’ the 
woman at Zarephath by taking her son away from her, she 
cried out: “O thou man of God, art thou come hither to call 
my sin to remembrance?” She had forgotten, or sought hard 
to forget, her sins, but in the hour of sorrow they came back 
to her, and she remembered them all. That was only a 
prophet’s visit. What will be the effect of God’s visit on that 
Great Day? Yea, if Thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, 
who shall stand? “Enter not into judgment with Thy ser- 
vant.” His wrath and displeasure, temporal and eternal 
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damnation, that: is our portion as we look over those books: 
the book of the Law, the book of God’s dealing with us 
through His Holy Spirit, the book of His at deal- 
ings, the book of our life. 

:But there is still another book to be Sone And as it 
is unfolded, I can hear a shout of triumph ringing through 
the eourts of heaven, a murmur of hallelujah rising into the 
heavenly arches. “And a book was opened,” which was the 
book of life. It is a wonderful: book. We know who the 
Author of it is—Jesus Christ. From beginning to end it 
is His, :and its contents from the first page to the last is life, 
life, life. And now .all depends, depends — upon what? 
Whether our names are written in that book. And if, when 
were they written there? When by repentance and faith we 
Jaid-hold on His precious blood. “The blood of Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” “We have redemption 
through His blood.” That eancels the debt. “My hope is 
built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.” 

Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 

My beauty are, my glorious dress; 
Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed, 
; With joy shall I lift up my head. 

..There is no truth so precious to the believer, no doctrine 
so important as the forgiveness of sins through faith in 
Jesus Christ. On this blessed assurance. all our comfort and 
all our peace depends. Without it there can be no real 
happiness, neither here nor hereafter. And so, at the termi- 
nation of another period in our lives, let us come and se- 
cure it. Here in this blessed Sacrament we may do so, for 
thus said its Founder, even He who wrote the Book of Life: 
“Take, eat; .take, drink, for the remission of your sins”; 
and where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and 
salvation. Only thus, whatever may be the awful proceed- 
ings, of Judgment Day, shall we look up in confidence, and 
only thus, at peace with God, can we enter upon the coming 
year. God bless unto your souls the reception of the Sacra- 
ment! Amen. 

St. Louis, Mo. : L. BucHHEIMER. 


What It Is to Be a New Creature. 


2 Cor. 5, 17. 
If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. 

When the Bible, in our text and elsewhere, speaks of 
Christians as being “new creatures,” what does it mean? 
In what sense is a Christian a “new creature”? Certainly 
not in a physical sense. Christianity does not change a 
man’s bodily form and features, his external appearance. 
Outwardly he continues the same personas before. Nor 
does it change his intellect, his faculties to think or to 
reason. Neither does it change his social relations; he is 
still a father, mother, son, daughter; and he follows the 
same occupation as before. Outwardly there is nothing 
eccentric or peculiar about such a one; and yet he is dif- 
ferent, different from what he was and different from the 
world around him. To use an illustration. Look at the 
Bible as it stands on the shelf of a library. There is no 
difference between it and other books standing there, as far 
as its outward appearance is concerned. The other books are 
bound just like it; yes, outwardly some may even be far 
more elegant and beautiful. But spread the Book open 
before you and note the treasures it contains and the power 
it has exerted, and you will confess, “There is none like it.” 
So with those who are “in Christ” and consequently ‘new 
creatures.” In outward appearance and relation they ‘are 
just like other men ; but examine 4 little more closely, in- 
quire what is their view and the sentiments of their mind, 
what are the feelings and affections of their heart, what is 
their aim and purpose in life, and you will find that they are 
not only different from what they once were and from the 
ungodly round about them, but really “new creatures.” ‘We 
have all heard of Naaman, that great and honorable captain 
of Syria. He was a leper, and no medical skill nor his wealth 
and influence could cure the loathsome disease which was 
corrupting his body. By the prophet’s direction a marvelous 
change came over him when he’ washed himself seven times 


in the river Jordan. “His flesh came again,” says the Sacred 
Record, “like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was 
clean.” And so spiritually, when one is made partaker of 
the change referred to in our text, his soul, corrupted and 
spoiled by the leprosy of sin, is purified, a new heart is given 
him. Outwardly they are the same men and women as 
before, but inwardly, in their hearts, a great change has 
taken place. They have new conceptions, obey a new author- 
ity, embody a new life. 

To remain with our present purpose of confessional 
preparation. — A person that has become a “new creature” 
has a new and lively conception of his sinfulness. Few 
people in this world are so totally blind, so pharisaical, as 
to think that they have never sinned, never done anything 
wrong; conscience, God’s monitor within them, would accuse 
them of base falsehood were they so to contend. And yet 
man’s conception of sin is very superficial. As long as he 
has not flagrantly transgressed God’s laws, has not fallen 
into gross immoralities, dishonesty, lying, adultery, he feels 
quite satisfied. But if a man has become a “new creature,” 
he has learned to know that sin, like an eyil weed, is not the 
worst on top, but at the bottom; that wiping the platter 
clean on the outside with the napkin of a little outside 
respectability and decency does not meet the case. He 
realizes that from his very first breath his whole being is 
saturated with original sin, and that as a man “thinketh in 
his heart, so is he”; and the more he becomes acquainted 
with the inner workings of that heart, the more unworthy 
and undone does he feel, and instead of thinking himself 
fairly good in God’s: sight, he realizes his sinful depravity 
and cries out with the apostle: “OQ wretched man that I am, 
who shall deliver me from the body of this death 2” 

We realize, then, in a measure, what it means to be a 
“new creature.” It means, among other things, new spiritual 
conceptions regarding our sinful estate. 

And how, we would observe secondly, do we come to these 
new conceptions? Who is the author of this new creation ? 


is, + Free 


The answer lies in the very term employed, “creature.” 
Creation is a work of God, a work of His almighty power. 
Man cannot create, not a single blade of grass. Just so 
spiritually. Moral creation, regeneration, spiritual rebirth, 
is a work of God’s Spirit alone. “I believe that I cannot by 
my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, 
or come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called me by the 
Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified, and kept 
me in the true faith.” He alone can bring a clean thing out 
of an unclean, quicken the soul that was dead in trespasses 
and sins, make us “new creatures.” And while we are not 
informed in what manner the Spirit of God operates, as the 
Savior testified: “The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth; so is every one that is born 
of the Spirit,” this we know, that He works through the 
means of grace, the word of the Gospel and the blessed Sacra- 
ments, by baptism, which is “the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost,” and by the holy Sacrament 
whose elements we are about to place upon our lips; for 
this Sacrament has been instituted, as our Catechism says, 
that by partaking of Christ’s body and blood we may receive, 
and have sealed unto us, forgiveness of sins, life, and 
salvation.” 

Nor are we only to become new creatures, we are to grow, _ 
advance from infancy to youth and manhood. Such growth 
requires nourishment, food supply. That is what the Sacra- 
ment is through the power of the Holy Spirit, who works 
in and through it. May we, conscious of what an inesti- 
mable blessing it is, be diligent and conscientious in partak- 
ing of it! Amen. 

St. Louis, Mo. L. BUCHHEIMER. 


“And Peter’? — Encouraging Words 
for Communicants. ~ 


Mark 16, 7. 
Go your way; tell His disciples and Peter that He goeth before 
you into Galilee; there shall ye see Him, as He said unto you. 


These words were spoken by an extraordinary messenger A 
in a most extraordinary place, and on an extraordinary occa- 
sion. They were spoken by an angel, in the sepulcher of 
Jesus, just after His resurrection, to the women, who, from 
love to Him, had come to embalm His remains and instead 
of a dead Savior had found in His tomb an angel, who told 
them to “fear not” and to deliver this message. It concerned 
His disciples. You know the tragic story. Never did men 
play a sorrier part than they. They had been forewarned 
of what would come to pass, consequently were not entirely 
taken by surprise. All of them had expressed their resolute 
and unflinching determination to abide with Him irrespec- 
tive of results, and loudest among them had been Peter. In 
language bordering on presumption he had avowed undying 
allegiance. But no sooner did they see Christ surrounded: by 
an armed force, brutal hands stretched forth to bind Him 
fast, than “they all forsook Him and fled.” Nor only that, 
but the one who had been most outspoken in his declaration 
most cowardly denied Him. As stated, it was a sorry part 
they acted, and if our Lord after His resurrection had never 
appeared to them, yea, if He had rejected them all and chosen 
altogether new disciples, they would have had no reason to 
complain; they would have received their just deserts. .But 
what do we read? “Go your way, tell His disciples and 
Peter.” Why Peter in particular? Was he not one of. the 
disciples? Yes; but having done what he did, he might well 
fear that his Master would disown him, and such doubt his 
kind and forgiving Master would banish by directing His 
messenger to mention his name in particular. What a mani- 
festation of grace and forgiveness and love! And this 
Easter-message, has it no significance and application for us, 
my beloved communicants ? 
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Take, as you have been taught to do when appearing’ here 
before God’s altar in these solemn moments, take the lamp 
of God’s Word, His holy Law, and let it shine into -your 
hearts. What does it reveal? Faithfulness, obedience, loving 
and devout service and allegiance? How has it been with 
your spiritual life since your last Easter Communion? What 
progress have you made? Think of the occasion since you 
sat, like the catechumens here, for the first time in confes- 
sional service and knelt at your first Communion. What 
a solemn pledge to be “faithful and true”! And in answer 
to the exhortation, “This do ye as oft as ye drink it,” your 
heart said to you and your Master, “Yes, ‘oft’ I am going to 
be a partaker of the Lord’s Supper.” And then, yes, and 
then, as you glance over your record, you have no indifference 
to charge yourself with, no lethargy, no coldness towards 
Him and towards the Sacrament He instituted on the night 
in which He was betrayed? Has it been your soul’s expe- 
rience what the Christian poet says: — ; 

Oft have I, with sighs fast thronging, 

Thought upon this food with longing? 
Have worldliness and busy cares and skeptical doubts or 
perhaps some secret sin kept you away? Now, what is that 
but that Gethsemane scene enacted over again and the dis- 
ciples, even yourself, who vowed allegiance to Him, forsak- 
ing Him and permitting His enemies, the devil, the world, 
and your own perverse heart, to lead you away from Him ? 
And then these words of compassion on that Easter morn: 
“Go your way, tell His disciples and Peter. I have not 
rejected this disciple of Mine. I have seen his repentance; 
I know how sorry he is on account of his disloyalty; I saw 
the tears that flowed down his cheeks as he went out from 
the high priest’s palace and wept bitterly. Let him feel 
assured of My forgiveness. I know he loves Me still.” 

My beloved communicants, if the Resurrected One were 
to send you a similar message, if He were to appear to you 
on this day as He did on that first Easter Day to those 
disciples and Peter, what a joy it would send through your! 
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contrite heart! And does He not? Not visibly as then, it 
is true, in His glorified resurrected body, and yet just as 
truly, even though invisible. For what is the Sacrament of 
the Altar? Our Catechism answers: “It is the true body 
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and 
wine, for us Christians to eat and to drink, instituted by 
Christ Himself.” Yes, He approaches you here as closely 
as nowhere else. 

If you are penitent disciples, as were those in our text; 
if you are sorry, after examining yourselves in the light of 
the Ten Commandments and your Christian vow and pro- 
fession, that you have so unfaithfully dealt with Him; if, 
with the gracious help of the Holy Spirit, you have made 
the’ noble resolve to amend and henceforth better to serve 
Him; if, with all your failings and shortcomings, you still 
love Him, as did Peter and his fellow-apostles, — then come 
and meet here in this blessed Sacrament, now and often 
hereafter, Him who was delivered for your offenses and raised 
again for your justification. Oh, for the encouragement of 
that blessed Easter-message, “And Peter,” for every penitent, 
trembling soul! May that blessing be yours as you now 
receive the Sacrament and with it forgiveness of sin, life, 
and salvation! Amen. 

St. Louis, Mo. L. BUCHHEIMER. 


The True Reason for Communing. 


Dan. 9, 18. 

We do not present our supplications before Thee for our 
righteousnesses, but for Thy great mercies. 

When Christians approach the Lord’s Table, there is a 
reason for it. They do not come merely because it is their 
custom to commune once or twice a year. A Christian con- 
siders that the Lord’s Supper is a divine institution, in 
which Christ offers and gives him His body and blood for 
the remission of his sins. He knows the command of the 


Lord Jesus, “This do in remembrance of Me.” And, besides, 
he has a real desire in his heart to receive the seal and the 
pledge of the remission of his sins in the Lord’s Supper. 
He feels the need of mercy and comes to seek a blessing. 

When we come to the Lord’s Table, we ought to be worthy 
guests, for thus it is written: “But let a man examine him- 
self, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup. 
For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily eateth and 
drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s 
body.” You know this. The very fact that you are present 
this day in the house of God to partake of Holy Communion 
should be evidence that you are penitent sinners and that 
you are believers. Communing is an act of worship, and 
every act of worship should redound to the glory of God. 
The Lord certainly will be glorified if we partake of the 
Sacrament in the proper spirit. In order to see whether we 
are coming in the proper manner, let us use as the text of 
our brief meditation the words from the book of the prophet 
Daniel: “We do not present our supplications before Thee 
for our righteousnesses, but for Thy great mercies.” These 
words show us — 


The True Reason for Communing. 


1. 

The words of our text are taken from a prayer which 
Daniel offered up for the restoration of Israel. The Israelites 
were a wayward people. The ten tribes had been led away 
into captivity and were lost. Instead of remaining a nation 
favored by the Lord, they were cast out and seattered abroad 
throughout the world. The remaining two tribes ‘were also 
guilty of rebellion against the Lord, and He found it nec- 
essary to adopt stern corrective measures with them in order 
that they might be turned from their wicked. ways. They, 
too, were led away into captivity and remained in Babylon 
for the space of seventy years. Here the Lord sent them 
the prophet Daniel, who was to bring them His Word, so 
that they might recognize their sinfulness and the utter 
depravity of the whole race. They were to learn that the 
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Lord is a jealous ‘God. Evidently they had shown signs of 
repentance, and therefore the prophet intercedes with the 
Lord for this people. :In the name of all the people he prays: 
“We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have 
done wickedly, and have rebelled, even. by dopantis from 
Thy precepts and from Thy judgments.” 

God is jealous of His honor, and He has a right so to be. 
If. we withhold honor. from Him, He must, according to His 
justice, punish the transgressor..: When the measure of our 
sins is full, justice must have its way, and punishment must 
be meted out. Israel had been warned to flee from the wrath 
to come; but the people refused to hearken to the voice of 
the Lord, and so they were banished from the Promised Land 
and for seventy years oppressed by their captors.. God-does 
visit the iniquities of the wayward. 

Let us compare ourselves with Israel of that day. Have 
we beén more faithful than they? Must we not confess: 
“We are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags’? When we look at our lives and upon 
earnest examination realize how sinful we have been, we 
must exclaim as did the prophet: “O Lord, righteousness 
belongeth unto Thee, but unto us confusion of faces.” 

We have committed iniquities. We have torn ourselves 
away from the divine will. We have disregarded His com- 
mandments. ' Where God demands obedience of us, we give 
Him disobedience and rebellion. Where He demands justice, 
we display all manner of injustice. In His Word He’ has 
said: “Ye shall be holy, for I, the Lord, your God, am holy”; 
but we ‘have ‘polluted our entire lives wach crimes against 
His holy ‘will. Pe 

Well' may we make Daniel’s prayer our'own: “We a not 
present our supplications before Thee for our righteous- 
nesses.” We are here to present our supplications.! We 
desire that mercy which the Lord provides in the forgiveness 
of sins. We are here to receive His words of pardon. But 
we present our supplications not because of our righteous- 
nesses, for we have none. If we had to depend:on our 
righteousnesses, we would be hopelessly lost. When we 
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realize our true condition, as the Word of God has pictured 
it to us, we must drop all claims based on our own merits 
and worthiness. If people truly understood God’s holiness 
and the demands of the Law, they would not prate of their 
own goodness, but, like the publican, would smite upon their 
breast and say: “God be merciful to me, a sinner!” 


2. 

Considering well our sinfulness, let us again view. the 
words of the text. “We do not present our supplications 
before Thee for our righteousnesses, but for Thy great mer- 
cies.” God’s mercies are great. “He hath not dealt with us 
after our sins nor rewarded us according: tg. our iniquities. 
For as the heaven is high above the earth,’so great is His 
merey toward them that fear Him.” Man is’ guilty. of 
damnation as soon as he has committed the least sin;; but 
we, all of us sinners, are here this day as witnesses of the 
long-suffering of God. He has stayed the arm of justice 
and given us time for repentance. 

His mercy is great because of the sacrifice He provided 
for the sins of all the world. “God spared not His own Son, 
but delivered Him up for us all.” We had deserved death 
and damnation, yet the Lord, in His mercy, provided a 
Substitute who could take our place, who could and did 
suffer and die, and yet One who was sinless and undefiled, 
so that His blood was able to cleanse us from all sin. 

His merey is great; for He had the tidings of the sacri- 
fice of His beloved Son offered for our sins proclaimed far 
and wide that men might come to the knowledge thereof and 
be saved. Who could be saved if the Lord had not sent.us 
the Gospel of Christ Jesus? None could believe without the 
proclamation of the Gospel. And when God makes known 
this precious message to us, He also sends His Holy Spirit, 
who, with divine power, creates faith in our hearts. Surely 
the Lord is merciful, and: it, is because of His mercy alone 
that we present our supplications ‘to! Him. oe 

His mercy is great; for He has invited us to nates of 
the Lord’s body and blood and to receive the full and free 
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remission of all our sins. It was not because of our deserts 
that the Lord instituted this heavenly repast, but solely 
because of His mercy. Let us, then, adopt the prayer of 
Daniel as our own. And realizing our sinfulness, let us 
by faith accept the merey of the Lord, manifested in the 
forgiveness of our sins. 

Our Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave His body into death 
to atone for our sins, who shed His blood for the same cause, 
rose again from the dead as the mighty Victor over all the 
foes of God and man. Redemption is now complete. Draw 
near to the Lord’s Table, then, with penitent and believing 
hearts and pray: “We do not present our supplications before 
Thee for our righteousnesses, but for Thy great mercies.” 
Thus shall we be worthy guests at the Lord’s Table; thus 
shall we also derive the benefit of the holy Eucharist; thus 
the Lord, the merciful God, shall be glorified, and our service 
will be acceptable to Him. Amen. 

Asheville, N.C. Henry A. Buranpr. 
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wis A Master Painting in Three Panels. 


Rey. 3, 20. 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If any man hear 
My voice and open the door, I will come in to him and will sup 
with him and he with Me. 

Some of the old masters were fond of painting their 
pictures in three panels. The picture painted here by the 
Master of masters is in three panels. On the one side we 
see Christ at the door; on the other side, man in his home; 
and in the center, Christ and the Christian together. 

1. Christ at the Door. — “Behold, I stand at the door,” 
says the true and faithful Witness, who cannot lie. What 
a condescension! He stands who is not servant of a king, 
not a beggar asking for alms, but the.-King of kings Himself. 
The everlasting God, clad in the garments of a suppliant, 
stands outside the door, waiting to be admitted. A Stranger, 
but One who should not be a stranger, is knocking at the 
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door. We wonder that He should be there at all. Our 
wonder grows when we see Him waiting patiently for an 
answer to His knocking. The Owner of the house, yea, its 
divine Maker, locked out, while the servants are carelessly 
sleeping. The door of the heart closed to its best Friend! 

In the world’s discordant din we often overhear His voice, 
the call of the Master, that tender knock at the door of the 
heart. So He waits until the din of the world is hushed in 
slumbers of the night; He waits until we are at leisure and 
knocks again to see if He may not tell us of His love and if, 
seeing His pierced hands, we may not be induced to accept 
Him who has suffered so much for us in order to save 
our souls. 

He would not need to knock at the door of our hearts if 
He made use of His omnipotence; but He.does not want to 
force His love upon us. By means of His Word He pleads 
with us to let Him enter in. We never come to the house 
of God, never listen to a Gospel-sermon, never read a chap- 
ter of God’s Word, but Christ knocks at our heart’s door and 
waits for our word of welcome. Did you hear His tender 
knocking and ask Him to come in? Or did you keep the 
door closed and Jet Him stand there? 

Oh, if we could but engrave the picture of Christ’s pa- 
tient, persevering love on the hearts and minds of men, if 
we could but convince them that Christ is seeking their 
temporal and eternal welfare, every door ought to be open 
at the first call of His winsome voice! 

2. Man in His Home.— Many are so engrossed with 
material things, their minds are so occupied with dollars 
and dances, with pleasures and profits, with praises and 
prizes, that they have no place for Christ in the program 
of their lives. Deliberately they pull the chest they have 
made for themselves across the door of their hearts, afraid 
lest Christ might come in and reprove them for the idols 
that occupy a place rightfully belonging to Him. That chest 
is so heavy to move just now. It might cause some un- 
pleasantness, some loss of earthly friendship, some setback 
in their business, or some curtailment in their pleasure, if 
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they pushed that chest aside and let Christ assume full 
Gontrol of their lives. That is to be done later, at some more 
convenient season. They are not good enough to receive 
Christ now, not good enough to let Him enter, who is holy 
and wants men to be holy. They want to do a little house- 
cleaning first and remove the rubbish from the attic and the 
cellar, so that the chambers of the heart may be in readiness 
for the coming of Christ. But they forget that the house- 
cleaning of the heart requires more than human labor and 
perseverance. The heart will never become clean without 
Christ.. His blood alone cleanseth us from all sin. 

‘Still others think that their house-cleaning has been com- 
pleted. All the chambers of their heart have been properly 
swept. Not a speck of dust, not a stain, can be found in 
their lives. They invite us to take a look at the fine furni- 
ture of their good works; and, proud of their accomplish- 
ments, they say, “What lack I yet?” “Let Christ go to 
others who need Him more than we do. We are able to take 
care ‘of ourselves.” And by those very words they keep 
Christ out of their hearts. 

But what does Christ say? “If any man will hear My 
voice, I will come unto him.” Why does Christ want to 
come? Because He knows we need Him. His mission to 
men He Himself explained when He said, “The Son of Man 
is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Christ did 
not say, “Show me that you are worthy of Me before you can 
expect Me to be your Guest.” If that had been the case, He 
never would have come into this sinful world; He never 
would have gone into the home of Mary and Martha; He 
never would have sat at table with Simon, the leper, or asked 
to go down into the house of Zacchaeus, the penitent pub- 
lican. We know why these people weleomed Him into their 
homes and hearts; it was because He brought salvation and 
forgiveness of sins. We know why Lydia welcomed Paul and 
his fellow-workers; it was because they brought to her the 
Word of Christ and, with that Word, Christ Himself. Will 
you turn Christ’s messengers away? Will you close your 
ears and your hearts to the voice of Christ which is speaking 


= a eS 


through them? Be not like those men at Laodicea. They 
thought they were rich and increased with goods and in need 
of nothing. But Christ said: “Thou knowest not that thou 
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.” 

Then there are those who tell us: “I should like to. have 
Christ dwell in my heart, but the bolts to the door-of my 
heart are so rusty. JI have been pushing at them for months 
and years, but they won’t come back.” My friend, instead 
of pushing at the rusty bars any longer, just lift up your 
voice and tell your Savior about your trouble. Tell Him: 
“Lord, unbolt the door of my heart. The lock of sin is so 
rusty that I cannot move it; but I want Thee to come in, 
and to come in now; for I know that I need Thee.” Then 
the door will open, and Christ will enter. Not all the legions 
of hell ean stop Him from entering a heart that yearns for 
His presence and is willing to receive Him. Of Lydia it is 
said that the Lord opened her heart while she attended unto 
the things which were spoken of Paul. God’s Word itself 
opens man’s heart when he hears it; and faith in that Word 
welcomes the Savior and says, “Come in, dear Savior.” 

“But if He comes to my heart,” says my young friend, 
“He will bring a funeral procession with Him, and joy and 
pleasure will take wings and fly away.” Do you know that 
the old liar from the beginning whispers such things into 
your ears to keep you away from Christ? Do not let the 
devil deceive you. Where Christ comes into the heart, there 
real pleasure and gladness begin. Where He comes, He 
brings a feast of good things with Him. 

3. Christ and the Christian Together. —“I will.come in 
to him and sup with him and he with Me.” 

It is said of Abraham that he entertained angels un- 
awares. But there is greater honor still for those who invite 
Christ into their hearts and homes. They entertain the Lord 
of angels, the King of Glory, Himself. Think of the two 
disciples of Emmaus who constrained Christ to abide with 
them. What a blessed afternoon and evening they spent in 
Christ’s company! How their doubting hearts were refreshed 
when He opened unto them the Scriptures!) And what divine 


joy filled their hearts when they recognized their companion 
as the Savior Himself in the breaking of bread! They re- 
ceived unutterably more than they gave. Christ came as 
their Guest, but He turned out to be their Host, who fed 
and nourished them with the Bread and Water of Life. 

We, too, who have received Christ into our hearts, will 
find, as countless others have found, that He prepares a table 
for us in the presence of our enemies. They may look on 
with envious eyes, but they shall not taste of His goodness. 
His Holy Supper, instituted by Himself, is for us Christians 
to eat and to drink. There Christ and the Christian meet 
together in sacred union and communion. We sup with 
Him and He with us. In our gladness we sing: — 

My God, and is Thy Table spread? 
And does Thy cup with love o’erflow? 
Thither be all Thy children led 

And let them all its sweetness know. 


Hail, sacred feast, which Jesus makes, 
Rich banquet of His flesh and blood! 
Thrice happy he who here partakes 
That sacred stream, that heavenly food! 

What a precious and costly fare! For our sins, forgive- 
ness; for our unrighteousness, a garment of perfect purity; 
for our guilt, pardon and peace; for our weakness, strength ; 
for our vain conversation, a new life filled with the one 
desire to please God and to walk as it becometh the Gospel 
of our Savior. Wonderful exchange indeed! Can we afford 
to keep Christ out of our hearts when we need just what He 
has to offer? To whom shall we go but to Him who has the 
words of eternal life ? 

Then come as you are and let Him come to you as the 
great Dispenser of heavenly blessings, sealed and certified by 
the presence of His body and His blood, given and shed for 
you for the remission of sins. Let the feast begin and the 
feast continue till the manna and the wine in the new king- 
dom be placed before you. Amen. 


Sheboygan, Wis. W. M. CzamMaNsKn. 
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1 Cor. 11, 27—29. 

Wherefore, whosoever shall eat this bread and drink this cup 
of the Lord unworthily shall be guilty of the body and blood of 
the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat 
of that bread and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and 
drinketh unworthily eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, 
not discerning the Lord’s body. 

St. Paul here not only admonishes all who would come to 
Holy Communion to examine themselves, but also shows the 
necessary character of this self-examination if they do not 
want to be guilty of desecrating this heavenly feast and of 
forfeiting the benefits Christ has promised worthy commu- 
nicants. 

While such self-examination is provided for in the litur- 
gical formula we use, the grave question is whether every 
time and in every case the commonly used method leads to 
the correct and true knowledge of our hearts. Let me 
point out 


When the Customary Self-Examination Does Not Lead 
to Right and True Knowledge of Self. 
Answer: 
1. When the right test is not applied. 
2. When genuine sincerity is lacking. 
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One way by which the attainment of the true knowledge 
of our sins is utterly defeated is the exclusive searching of 
our own hearts. The examination of our own hearts were 
good and sufficient in itself if we were in a state of in- 
nocency. God’s will would then be clearly and sufficiently 
written in our hearts. But this is no longer so. The natural 
heart is desperately wicked, and even out of the heart of 
a believer there proceed evil thoughts. By this method a true 
knowledge of our sins is not possible; for by merely search- 
ing our own hearts we cannot know what God requires. Our 
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hearts deceive us, and instead of discovering sin, we find 
either righteousness or a satisfactory excuse for the few 
faults and weaknesses we experience. “The heart is deceitful 
above all things and desperately wicked; who can know it?” 

Another vain method of self-examination is measuring 
our lives by the standard of those about us. What we see 
others to be for the greater part only impresses us with our 
own better motives and life. Our observation of others must 
of necessity be superficial, even as the estimate of ourselves 
based thereon must of necessity be fictitious. 

But some people are even in danger of being satisfied with 
what others say they are. A good reputation may prevent 
a correct knowledge of self and sin. These methods not only 
defeat the true knowledge of ourselves which we ought to 
seek, but confirm us in our own sin and self-security. 

The only test and standard that truly reveals what we are 
in God’s sight is God’s Law, its spiritual sense and meaning. 

Examine yourself therefore, in this hour, according to 
this standard. 

You may be neither a maker nor a worshiper of idols; 
but do you fear, love, and trust in God above ‘all things? 
You may not profanely curse God or your neighbor; but do 
you call upon Him in every trouble, pray, praise, and give 
thanks? You may not violate the external rules of Sunday 
observance; but do you hear God’s Word preached at every 
opportunity? Do you attend public worship every time God 
would permit you, or do you consult your own feeling or 
your own convenience in the matter? Or in your hearing, 
are you diligent, and do.you receive and thank God for His 
Word? Is not this the moment when you should, in con- 
fusion and shame, see and acknowledge your sins? 

But, dear brother and sister, additional tests claim your 
attention by the same standard. You may strive to live at 
peace with your neighbor, and your external relations with 
those about you may appear happy; but do you love and 
forgive your neighbor for Christ’s sake, even as you love 
yourself? You may have a wholesome regard, for this or 
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that reason, for your parents and those above you in home, 
church, school, or state; but do you receive those thus placed 
over you as God’s representatives, and do you honor, love, 
serve, and obey them as such? Does the godly admonition 
of your parent or pastor come to you in the majesty with 
which God has invested both? You may. never have killed 
any one; but has hatred and revenge never found a place in 
your heart? You may never have been apprehended in the 
act of adultery; but has the lustful thought or desire never 
been a welcome suggestion to you? You may not be a com- 
mon thief; have you, however, never desired what God has 
not given to you: but has given to another? You may even 
not delight in slandering, betraying, or defaming your neigh- 
bor; but do you seek every opportunity truthfully to speak 
well of him and to put the best construction on everything ? 

Unless the Christian uses the spiritual meaning of God’s 
Law with which to examine himself unsparingly and without 
pity toward himself, he can never know the wretchedness 
and sinfulness of his heart. And without such knowledge 
and a consequent sense of the need of: Christ’s redemption 
his reception of the body and blood of Christ not only de- 
prives him of the benefits he should receive together with 
this eating and drinking, but makes him. answerable for the 
whole guilt of sin. 

But the right and only test must not only be used; it 
must be used sincerely... And this suggests another danger 
which, if not avoided, will defeat the purpose of self-exam- 
ination. This occurs when genuine sincerity is lacking. 

2. 

It is possible to take heed to our way according to God’s 
Word in a light-minded, superficial, and routine sort of way, 
a way in which real earnestness of purpose is lacking. But 
how may we know when we are sufficiently in earnest? What 
should true sincerity do for us? It should lead us to despair 
of ourselves. Knowing well the sins of which we have been 
guilty to-day and former days, we should know just as cer- 
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tainly that there is no possibility on our part of atoning for 
our sins. Our efforts toward satisfying God’s Law by a life 
of perfect obedience only show us greater depths of conscious 
guilt. The more tender our conscience becomes through its 
use of the Law, the more sensitively does it reveal sin to us. 
Thus we are impelled to persist in giving the Holy Spirit 
free course with the Law to uncover our sins, to convict us 
of sin, that we may come to know ourselves thoroughly. For 
we shall find ourselves guilty of thinking and speaking, 
desiring and doing, that which is of detriment to ourselves, 
works mischief and harm to our neighbor, and is a grievous 
offense to God. The highest and best office of the Law for 
the believer is this, that it makes his sin exceedingly sinful 
to him. 

Shall we, then, who despair of ourselves atoning for our 
sins also despair of their ever being atoned for? Do you ask 
with St. Paul: “Who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death?” Your worthiness to commune appears when you can 
answer this question as he did: “I thank God through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.” Go to your Savior with all your sins and 
fully conscious of the fact that you are wholly helpless, 
unable to save yourself. - By faith make what He has done 
for you and in your stead your own. Christ’s work, in 
acquiring your redemption, is to your faith its own work. 
Your Lord offers the benefits of His life and death to you. 
God imputes to faith Christ’s fulfilment of the Law and His 
suffering of the punishment of sin. In this He cannot fail. 

Receive, then, in this Sacrament the body of your Lord 
with the bread and His blood with the wine and be assured 
by this, as by a pledge, that your sins, though they be as 
scarlet, shall be white as snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool. Is. 1, 18. 


. Pittsburgh, Pa. W. H. Date. 
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_The Need of Forgiveness and of Watchfulness. 


MatTrT. 26, 21. 22. 
And as they did eat, He said, Verily I say unto you that one 
of you shall betray Me. And they were exceeding sorrowful, and 
began every one of them to say unto Him, “Lord, is it I?” 


The season for the celebration of the Passover had come, 
and Jerusalem was crowded with devout worshipers who had 
hurried into the city from near and far to join in com- 
memorating the grandest event in all the eventful history of 
Israel. Fifteen hundred years before, the angel of death had 
passed over the blood-besprinkled homes of a race of slaves, 
and shortly they marched out of Egypt a free people. From 
that momentous hour the Feast of the Passover was the 
greatest festival of the Jews. 

Moreover, of all the festivals of God’s people of the Old 
Covenant none was so rich in peculiar prophetic significance 
as the paschal feast. The lamb that was slain typified the 
slaying of the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of 
the world, and the blood which freed Israel from death in 
Egypt typified the blood of Jesus Christ, which cleanseth us 
from all sin and frees us from death. We can readily see 
that of all festivals of His people the Passover must have 
appealed to Jesus most. But never had He anticipated the 
Passover days with such deep emotions as at this time, for 
the cup of the wrath of God was close to His lips; it would 
be His last Passover here upon earth, and He was planning 
that subsequent Passovers should commemorate a richer 
sacrifice and a more sublime deliverance. 

He directed two of His disciples, Peter and John, to go 
into the city and make arrangements for the feast. In due 
time all preparations had been completed, and. Jesus and His 
disciples were gathered around the table. The Passover was 
preeminently a festival of joy; but this Passover supper in 
that upper room where Jesus and His disciples were gath- 
ered, was clouded by a sad surprise. “One of you shall be- 
tray Me,” was the announcement that came from the Master’s 
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lips, which saddened the hearts of that little circle. “One 
of you shall betray Me.” Can it be possible? Had they 
understood Him aright? Could there really be in that chosen 
company one so utterly disloyal, so totally depraved, as to 
‘betray His Master? Instantly the question springs to every 
lip, “Lord, is it I?” 

There is a solemn lesson for all disciples of Jesus in this 
eager and tearful question which resounded through that 
‘chamber, “Lord, is it 1?” And it is a question most appro- 
‘priate to ask as we meet in preparation for Holy Communion. 

This question of the disciples — not simply of Judas, but 
‘of all the disciples — suggests to me the power of sin even 
over a professing Christian. No one stands so firmly that 
he need not take heed. Sin at a distance’ has no power 
over us. As an abstract proposition it is an easy matter to 
hate sin and to declare that sin shall have no power over us. 
“As you sit here in God’s house, thé mere thought of betray- 
ing or denying the Master or even being cold in His service 
is abhorrent to you. It is, however, a far different matter 
when we are not breathing the atmosphere of the sanctuary, 
but are out on the battlefield of every-day life of a wicked 
world, face to face with the adversaries of the soul. You 
may warm yourself in winter before a blazing fire, but that 
js no guarantee against freezing to death when you leave the 
fire and are exposed to the frigid blasts of a winter’s night. 

Again, this power of sin receives a mighty impetus by 
‘reason of the inward sinful desires and passions, which are 
in‘collusion with the temptation that comes from without. 
The Pharisees and the chief priests tempted Judas, but’ the 
covetousness of his heart made the temptation overwhelming. 
“A servant girl tempted Peter, but Peter’s own moral weak- 
ness was the secret of his fall. A lighted match can do no 
harm if tossed into a pail of water, for water will not ignite; 
but if that lighted match comes into contact with the con- 
tents of a gasoline tank, you will have an explosion. You 
and I carry within us out into the world easily ignited 
explosives in the form of evil desires and passions, and all 
that the temptation does is to apply the spark, and we fall 
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into sin. The Lord has truly said: “Out of the heart pro- 
ceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
false witness, blasphemies.” Oh, this power of sin from 
within and without before which our: best intentions are 
carried away as a toy balloon by the breeze! What a startling 
thought it is that no one while in the flesh ever reaches that 
degree of perfection which permits him to say: “Lord, it is 
not I who shall deny Thee, not I who shall offend Thee 
by sin.” 

For such as are preparing themselves for Holy Com- 
munion this suggests two thoughts: first, the need of for- 
giveness; secondly, the need of watchfulness. 

If Jesus were to come to us in this hour and startle us 
with the announcement, “One of you shall betray Me,” each 
of us would, quite likely, be quick to say, “Lord, I shall not 
betray Thee.” Nor will we ever be guilty of exactly that 
despicable sin of which that Satan-possessed Judas was 
guilty. But sin is sin. We may have maintained outward 
decency and respectability before men, but before God we are 
sinners; our righteousnesses are as filthy rags. Writing to 
the Romans, Paul makes this statement: “What then? Are 
we better than they? No, in no wise; for we have before 
proved both Jews and Gentiles that they are all under sin; 
as it is written, ‘There is none righteous, no, not one. . °.' ‘ 
They are all gone out of the way, they are together become 
unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.’ ” 

And so the question for us in this hour is not, How much 
better am I than that unfortunate disciple? but the question 
is, How may I rid myself of sin and its terrible conse- 
quences? Friend, let me say it at once, and most emphat- 
ically, that nothing but the blood of Jesus can help you. 
Everything else is vain. “The blood of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, cleanseth us from all sin,” says the Word of 
the Lord. And though your sins be as scarlet, the blood of 
Jesus can make them white as snow; though they be red as 
crimson, in the blood of the Lamb they become as wool. 
Looking in faith to the blood of Jesus for cleansing, you 
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can confidently join in the prayer, “God be merciful to me, 
a sinner.” And God will forgive you all sin. 

And then we need to be watchful. Do not fail ever to 
keep in mind your own sinfulness, the corruption of your 
own heart, which, together with the temptation that comes 
from without, constitutes an enemy who must constantly be 
watched. Carelessness, indifference, slackness, spell disaster. 
“For the Foe, well we know, oft his harvest reapeth while 
the Christian sleepeth.” And with watchfulness let us com- 
bine prayer — prayer for a clean heart, prayer for a new 
spirit, prayer for strength to fight the battles of life. God 
has promised to be an ever-present Help in trouble. He will 
be our Help also in the trouble of fighting against the adver- 
saries of our soul. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, whose blood 
cleanseth us from all sin, I bid you welcome at this greater 
Passover Supper. Come, eat and drink His body and blood; 
and may it in each of you quicken the knowledge of sin 
forgiven and the firm resolve with His help ever earnestly to 
guard against sin! 


Indianapolis, Ind. WituiaMm H., Errerr. 


Why Jesus Takes Us Up into the Mountain 
in the Lord’s Supper. 


Mark 9, 5. 

And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is good 
for us to be here. 

Jesus took Peter and James and John with Him to the 
Mount of Transfiguration. It was a great favor thus to be 
singled out above the others. It indicates an intimacy of 
relationship. Jt implies a call for special work. 

Here on the mountain Jesus was transfigured. His com- 
mon mortal body was changed to an immortal body. His 
appearance was transformed to one of wonderful splendor. 
The vision of heaven meeting earth in the person of the 
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Master put the disciples into a state of ecstasy. The glory of 
the vision dazed them. When Peter recovered from the 
effects of this dazzling splendor about him, he exclaimed, 
“Master, it is good for us to be here.” The disciples wanted 
to stay. But they were not there for that purpose. Their 
experience on the mountain was to strengthen them. It was 
to fit them for work in the world. 

Let us make use of this incident for a brief word of 
admonition and preparation. In the Lord’s Supper Jesus 
leads us up into the mountain. It is good for us to be on 
the mountain. But we are not to stay there. 
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In the Lord’s Supper we are upon the mountain; we are 
with Jesus. It is a special privilege to be thus singled out 
above others. The Gospel offers unto all the grace of God. 
In Holy Communion Jesus leads us apart from others. He 
addresses Himself to the individual. He gives us glimpses 
of heavenly things. We instinctively feel that the occasion 
is sacred. Just at the moment when we stand at the Lord’s 
Table, we could not easily be tempted to dishonor Christ. 
It is good for us to be here at the Lord’s Supper. 

The Lord’s Supper! Why was not this called, “a Lord’s 
supper” or “one of the Lord’s suppers”? Christ doubtless ate 
many suppers with His disciples. But there was none in 
which He Himself was the meat and drink. There was 
none which He commanded them to keep. There was not 
another like this. The nearest thing to it would be some 
such instance when the commander of a beleaguered fortress 
would fight his way through a cordon of fierce, savage foes 
to bring food and drink to his men. Just as he enters the 
walls, he falls mortally wounded. He dies at their feet. Can 
you imagine those who were rescued and fed saying one to 
another in hushed voices, thankful and yet awed, in remem- 
brance of his death: “Why, it is as if we are fed, strength- 
ened, and saved, not with bread and drink, but with the very 
body and blood of our deliverer!” ? 
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And yet, this only distantly approaches the real signifi- 
eance of the Lord’s Supper. Jesus died to save us. The 
strokes and the blows of the enemy rained down upon Him. 
He fell, mortally wounded, and He died. His death is the 
source of our strength and life. But even to this very day 
He gives us the very body and blood that was once given 
into death and shed on the cross for our salvation. Truly, 
it is good for us to be here. 

It is natural that the disciples wanted to stay on the 
mountain. Impulsive Peter exclaimed, “Master, it is good 
for us to be here.” Yet at the moment when they thought 
they were at the gates of heaven, a cloud suddenly shut out 
the whole vision from their gaze. From out of the cloud 
there came a yoice saying: “This is My beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him!” 

“Hear ye Him!” Believe, dear friend, when the voice 
of Jesus comes to you, saying: “Take, eat, this is My body, 
which is given for you. Take, drink, this is My blood, which 
is shed for you for the remission of sins.” Of ‘this Jesus, 
God says: “Hear ye Him!” Believe Him! -Only he who 
aeeepts this Jesus as God’s Son and his own personal Savior 
and believes His words of promise will be received by God 
into sonship. 

And the means to this end, the means of strengthening 
your faith in Jesus Christ, is the Lord’s Supper. You remem- 
ber the question in the Catechism: ‘For what purpose do we 
approach the Lord’s Table?” The answer is: “For the 
strengthening of our faith in the forgiveness of our sins.” 
A bright young child being prepared for confirmation once 
said to the minister: “I can’t understand this. I must go 
to the Lord’s Supper to strengthen my faith in the forgive- 
ness of sins, and it is easier for me to believe in the for- 
giveness of sins than to believe in the Lord’s Supper.” The 
minister said: “Child, you are not asked to understand the 
mystery of the Lord’s bodily presence in the Lord’s Supper. 
Only trust the promise that by this means God wants to 
strengthen your faith. Let God’s promise be stronger than 
your understanding. Just expect the blessing that God 
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promises and leave the rest to Him.” The Lord’s Supper ‘is 
a means to an end. Your weak faith will be strengthened. 
He who comes to Jesus trusting in His promise will in no 
wise be cast out. “A bruised reed shall He not break, and 
the smoking flax shall He not quench.” 

Truly, it is good for us to be on the mountain. 
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But we are not to stay here. The artist Raffael, who 
painted the “Transfiguration,” was once asked how he created 
his wonderful pictures. He said: “I dream dreams, and 
I see visions, and then J paint my dreams and. visions.” 
Paint your visions. Make them over into life. Jesus 
singled you out to take you up into the mountain. He will 
give you life and strength. He will give you full pardon 
for sin. Why does He not at once take you from the mount 
of glory into heaven? He has a purpose in you. There is 

work to be done. ity 
The three disciples chosen to behold His glory were also 
chosen to witness His deepest humiliation in Gethsemane. 
Had they not seen the face of Christ that shone like the sun 
during the transfiguration, doubtless their faith would have 
succumbed to the test when they beheld His face marred with 
the bloody sweat of Gethsemane. Afterwards two of these 
disciples stood before the august High Court of the. Jews, 
defied the minions of the high priest, and boldly said: “We 
cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” 
What did St. Paul mean when’ hé said: ‘Finally, my 
brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of ‘His 
might”? He meant just what this Sacrament means to those 
who faithfully, thoughtfully, worthily, partake of it. It is 
a source of strength to fit us for the battle of life. There is 
work to be done at the foot of the mountain. We cannot 

always stay here. 
The devil goes about roaring, raving, ranting, seeking 
whom he may devour. The world seeks to attract us with 
bewitching, fascinating allurements. We ourselves are piti- 
fully weak, and our own flesh so often causes us’ to fall, 
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Then, too, there is work to be done in the kingdom of the 
Master. We must confess Him in the face of all ridicule, 
opposition, and persecution. We are in the midst of a great 
war of defense and offense. We are here on earth to do the 
things God has given us to do. 

Why, then, does Jesus take us up into the mountain 
at all? The experience there is intended to strengthen us, to 
strengthen our faith in Him, our loyalty to Him. It is to 
strengthen us in our Christian life. It is to fit us for service 
under His banner. That is what the Lord’s Supper means 
to you. It strengthens you in faith and love. But with the 
blessing of more faith and love there come greater respon- 
sibilities and obligations. They await us at the foot of the 
mountain. 

Let us go up to-night humbly, repentant, trustful, thank- 
ing God for this token of grace. Let us go down again 
better, more faithful and loyal, with a deeper consecration 
of ourselves to the cause of the Lord. Amen. 


Beardstown, Ill. Caru E. GALLMAN. 


Jesus the Door by Which We Enter Heaven. 


JOHN 10, 9. 

I am the Door; by Me, if any man shall enter in, he shall be 
saved. 

You have come here to-day for the purpose of appearing 
as guests at the Lord’s Table. In order that you may do so 
worthily, let us for a moment consider the truths which are 
expressed by Christ in the tenth chapter of John, verse nine, 
where we read: “I am the Door; by Me, if any man shall 
enter in, he shall be saved.” 

In this particular passage of Holy Writ, Jesus is speak- 
ing of salvation, a life to come, a future existence of happi- 
ness and bliss. What Jesus here speaks of has, in a general 
way, been the hope of well-nigh all peoples that have ever 
inhabited this world. Though they have not all thought of 
eternal life in the same way and pictured it to themselves in 
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the same manner, they nevertheless have all hoped for, and 
dreamed of, a time when they would enjoy something better 
and more satisfying than this world is able to give them. 

Thus the red-skinned Indian of America hoped that after 
the days of this life it would be his privilege to enjoy a place 
in the happy hunting-grounds, where his happiness would be 
complete. The Mohammedan of India and worshiper of 
Allah dreamed of coming one time into Allah’s paradise, 
where his soul would be delighted with all those things which 
he deemed worth while. And thus we could go on and show 
that practidéally all peoples of every age have in one way or 
another expressed their hope of coming into something like 
eternal life — of gaining salvation. 

Even as all peoples have hoped for salvation, so they, by 
nature, have also been agreed that salvation could be gained 
by their own efforts. They did not all agree in detail as to 
the duties which they must perform in order to be saved, but 
they all agreed on this principle—that man must save 
himself. The American aborigines, of whom we spoke, be- 
lieved that if they would prove themselves as courageous 
fighters in battles against opposing tribes and be warriors of 
note, a plate in the happy hunting-grounds would be assured 
them. The Mohammedan to whom we referred believed that 
if with fire and sword, showing all possible zeal, he would 
spread the religion of Allah and his great prophet Moham- 
med, the bliss of paradise would be awaiting him. And in 
our so-called Christian country of America those who are not 
true sons of God through faith in Christ believe that they 
can secure for themselves a place in heaven by following, to 
the best of their ability, the Golden Rule. 

Now, my friends, while Jesus does speak of salvation and 
in this respect perhaps agrees with the hope which has filled 
the hearts of all peoples, He at the same time finds Himself 
compelled firmly to oppose the view that men can obtain 
salvation by their own merits. For He says: “I am the 
Door; by Me, if any man shall enter in, he shall be saved.” 
By saying this, He very plainly states that man cannot safely 
harbor hope for eternal salvation if he must depend upon his 
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own efforts and merits as the door by which he is to come 
into this blissful state. 

And what Jesus here teaches we find confirmed in numer- 
ous other Bible-passages. ,We are told, for instance, that 
there is not’ one just man upon earth that doeth good. How 
true that is with reference to ourselves we can at once dis- 
cover when we begin to compare the things that we think and 
speak and do with the things which God requires of us in 
His holy Law. In the first table of His divine Law God 
demands that we should love Him with all our heart and all 
our soul and all our mind. It does not require even a very 
thorough examination of ourselves to convince us that we 
have by no means been showing such love to the Creator. 
In the second table of His holy Law God demands that we 
should love our neighbor as ourselves. This would mean that, 
our love toward our fellow-men should be a constant love, 
a love as sincere as is the love which we entertain toward 
ourselves. And again, if there be yet:a bit of honesty in our 
hearts, we must acknowledge that this table, too, we have 
transgressed innumerable times. 

If we are transgressors of God’s holy will, however, then 
we cannot expect to enter eternal life by virtue of our own 
merits; for the Lord Himself assures us that the soul that 
sinneth shall die and that the wages of sin is death. In- 
stead, therefore, of being able to hope for entrance into the 
realms of bliss through the door of our own deeds, we can 
expect nothing else than that by this door we must enter the 
prison of eternal death. : 

This sad truth, my friends, is the first thing which he 
must penitently recognize and acknowledge who would ap- 
pear -as a worthy. guest at the Lord’s Table. If we want to 
receive with full benefit to our souls what the Master is 
offering us in His Holy Supper, we must come as sinners 
whose souls are thirsting for forgiveness. And this, of 
course, is possible only for him who believes himself to be 
a ‘sinner.and who is ready sorrowfully to stand before God 
and with the publican of old to say: “God be merciful to me, 
a sinner!” 
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The fact that we are unable to save ourselves should, 
however, not cause us to despair. For. while Christ does 
very emphatically say that we cannot enter heaven through 
the door of our own acts, He at the same time assures us 
that there is a door by which we may enter. He says: “I am 
the Door; by Me, if any man shall enter in, he shall be 
saved.” What we are unable to do for ourselves, Jesus would 
say, He has done for us. In the great work of redemption 
Jesus placed Himself, as our Substitute, under the will of 
God. With a perfect obedience He has fully made good our 
disobedience, perfectly fulfilling the requirements not only 
of the first, but also of the second table of God’s holy Law. 
Yes, more than that. Jesus did not only. fulfil the Law for 
us, but in His merciful manner He also endured in His own 
body on the cross the sufferings which we should have borne. 
He let Himself be delivered for our offenses in order that 
the wrath of God might be appeased, our sins be paid for, 
and the way to eternal life be fully opened for us. Therefore 
He is now able to say to us: “I am the Door”; for the blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanses men from sins, and God Himself 
gives us the unqualified promise that whosoever believes in 
His Son shall not perish, but live forevermore. 

This is the second thing which he must understand and 
believe who would appear as a worthy guest at the Lord’s 
Table and in a blessed manner receive the Sacrament of the 
Altar. You, who are a penitent sinner, convinced that you 
cannot save yourself, must with a believing heart firmly rely 
upon Jesus as the One through whom you shall safely enter 
the Haven of Life. But if you believe this, if thus you trust 
in Christ, then He gives you this blessed assurance in the 
words of our text that you shall indeed be saved. Thus, as 
you pass through this world and live this life, you may be 
inspired anew with each dawning day by the glorious promise 
of Christ: “I am the Door; by Me, if any man shall enter 
in, he shall be saved.” 

This is a promise so glorious, it speaks of a thing so 
wonderful, that to us it seems well-nigh incredible. Now, in 
order that we might believe it and have not even the slightest 


doubt concerning the certainty of our salvation, Jesus was 
not satisfied to apprise us of this glorious truth merely 
through the senses of sight and hearing, by letting us hear 
His Word, the Gospel of His saving love, and read the in- 
spired Book. No, indeed! He wanted to bring this truth 
home to us also through the senses of touch and taste, and 
for that reason He instituted, for the strengthening of our 
faith and the confirming of our hope of eternal life, the 
blessed Sacrament which you have come this day to receive. 
For in this Sacrament Jesus gives you that body and that 
blood which He, in His infinite love, sacrificed on the altar 
of the cross, with which sacrifice He paid for your trans- 
gressions and made possible your entrance into eternal life. 
As you approach His Table, He says to you: “Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you. Take, drink; this 
is My blood, which was shed for the remission of your sins.” 

My friends, may you, then, all come as humble, penitent 
sinners, who cling with believing hearts to Jesus as their 
Savior and feel confident that He is unto you the Door by 
which you shall safely enter into the mansions above. If 
you come to the Lord’s Table with this faith in your heart, 
then yours will be a blessed use of this heavenly meal, and 
your soul will receive the full spiritual benefits thereof. 

God grant that this may be the case with every one of 
you, for Jesus’ sake! Amen. 

Oak Park, Ill. O. A. GEISEMAN. 


Drawing Nigh to God. 


JAS. 4, 8a. 
Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you. 

One of the foremost American men of letters (Emerson) 
greatly astonished his congregation when he declared in his 
farewell sermon that he could no longer conscientiously ad- 
minister the Lord’s Supper. In amazement we ask, What 
false belief could lead him to come to such a decision? It 
was the doctrine of the immediacy of God, the teaching that 
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God comes to men and influences their hearts directly, with- 
out the use of outward means. 

We Christians, however, believe that God makes His 
approach to men in the means of grace which He has or- 
dained. Paul assures us that Christ is just as near to us as 
His Word is near to us. “The Word is nigh thee, even in 
thy mouth and in thy heart.” Rom.10,8. Therefore we 
gratefully avail ourselves of the ordinances of the house of 
God, singing : — 
Nearer, my God, to Thee, 

Nearer to Thee! 

Through Word and Sacrament 

Thou com’st to me. 

In accordance with the teaching of Christ Himself we 
believe that in Holy Communion we draw near to God and 
God draws near to us. For is He not present in His Word 
to forgive us our sins? And does He not with the conse- 
crated bread and wine give us the body and blood of His Son 
as pledges of His forgiveness? Do we not therefore in this 
Sacrament come into closest contact with God? It is this 
that attracts us to the Holy Supper. 

It is my Maker, — dare I stay? 
My Savior, — dare I turn away? 

In the light of the wonderful statements made about the 
Lord’s Supper we are justified in applying to our participa- 
tion in the Sacrament the words of St. James: — 


“Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you.” 
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James directs us to approach the Lord in a spirit of 
humility. “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto 
the humble.” Jas. 4,6. ‘Humble yourselves in the sight of 
the Lord.” V.10a. If we come into the presence of our 
Maker, conscious of our sinfulness, we shall draw near to 
Him with downcast eyes and bated breath and on bended 
knees acknowledge our guilt. 

James would, moreover, have us lament our sins as griev- 
ous indeed. “Be afflicted and mourn and weep; let your 
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laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to heavi- 
ness.” V. 9: 

Yet not in a spirit of despair, but in full confidence of 
faith does the Lord want us to come to His altar; for He 
encourages and commands us: “Draw nigh to God.” V.8 a. 
May we not, therefore, in firm reliance upon His loving- 
kindness, shown. in: His gracious invitation, come to the 
Sacrament with penitent and believing hearts? 

But our drawing near to God must be in all sincerity. 
Jesus, in complaining of the formalism and hypocrisy of the 
Pharisees in His day, applied to them the lamentation of the 
prophet Isaiah: “This people draweth nigh unto Me with 
their mouth and honoreth Me with their lips, but their heart 
is far from Me.” Matt.15,8. Against such coming to God 
James earnestly warns us. “Cleanse your hands, ye sinners, 
and purify your hearts, ye double-minded.” Jas. 4,8 b. When 
examining ourselves before Holy Communion, we must in- 
quire diligently into those sins which so easily beset us, 
earnestly determining with God’s help to put them out of 
our lives. The prophet Malachi admonished the Jews of his 
day: “Return unto Me, and I will return unto you, saith 
the Lord of hosts.” They asked: “Wherein shall we return 2” 
He gave them the reply: “In tithes and offerings.” Mal. 
8, 7.8. These they had neglected, and they were to give 
evidence of their repentance by giving to the Lord what He 
had required of them. This thought, more than any other, 
James stresses throughout his: epistle, that genuine repen- 
tance involves not only a change of heart, but also a change 
of conduct. 

Hence we must. come before God whole-heartedly. God 
does not want a divided allegiance. “Submit yourselves: to 
God,” James writes. V.7a. All compromise with sin is in- 
compatible with true conversion. Of the Levites who had 
taken a leading part in idol-worship, Jehovah said through 
Ezekiel: “They shall not come near unto Me to do the office 
of a priest unto Me nor to come near to any of My holy 
things in the Most Holy Place.” Ezek. 44,13. Therefore 
James preceded his exhortation: “Draw nigh to God, and 


He will draw nigh to you,” v.8a, with the parallel ad- 
monition: “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” 
V.7b. You cannot draw nigh to God as long as you permit 
Satan to rule you. When Jesus said, “Get thee hence, 
Satan,” “then the devil leaveth Him, and, behold, angels 
came and ministered unto Him.” Matt. 4, 10.11. So.the 
Christian who would have God bless him and the angels of 
God serve him must seek to rid himself of the devil. 

I can hear you exclaim at this point: If James lays so 
much stress upon the state of heart with which we are to 
come to God, does the apostle not make the grace of God 
depend upon our good works? Let us remember that James 
is writing to Christians, who had already experienced the 
grace and nearness of God, but who had for a time departed 
from Him and who needed to learn the lesson that true faith 
is always followed by good works. He felt that by reminding 
his fellow-Christians of their previous experiences with their 
Lord, he might induce them to return to God, much as a 
needle which has once been attracted by a magnet moves 
toward the magnet. Once God has drawn near to us, we 
shall readily be prompted to draw near to Him to enjoy sweet 
and intimate communion with Him. Thus Hosea made the 
previous dealings of Jehovah with His people, especially with 
the patriarch Jacob, the basis of his appeal to the children of 
Israel: “Turn thou to thy God.” Hos.12,6. The words of 
James are in the spirit of the Old Testament prophets calling 
backsliding Israel to repentance, as Zechariah declared: 
“Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Turn ye unto Me, saith the 
Lord of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the Lord of 
hosts.” Zech. 1,38. The language of our text is such as may 
well be addressed to people who had come to a knowledge 
of the truth, but had become unfaithful and would easily 
understand the call to repentance and faith. 

As Christians we know that it is not by keeping the Law, 
but by the “better hope” of the Gospel that “we draw nigh 
unto God.” Heb. 7,19. Our coming to God is an act of faith 
by which we appear in His gracious presence and rejoice in 
His favor. 
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Precious promises are given to encourage us to direct our 
steps toward our Maker with the proper disposition of heart. 
“He will draw nigh to you” V.8a. 

If we come to God in a spirit of humility, the word is: 
“He shall lift you up,” v.10b; that is, He will justify us 
here in time and glorify us hereafter in eternity. He has 
said: “To this man will I look, even to him that is poor and 
of a contrite spirit and trembleth at My Word.” Is. 66, 2. 

If we weep and lament over our sins, He will restore unto 
us the joy of His salvation. As Jesus after His resurrection 
showed to His tearful disciples the print of the nails, saying 
to them, “Peace be unto you!” so He speaks to us in the 
Sacrament to-day of His body which was broken and of His 
blood which was shed for the remission of our sins, thus 
breathing into our souls “the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding.” 

Surely God will not disappoint the faith of those who 
trust in His promises, but as the father of the prodigal saw 
his returning son “when he was yet a great way off” “and 
had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed 
him” (Luke 15, 20), so when God beholds us drawing near to 
Him to claim His blood-bought forgiveness, He will hasten 
to come near to us and to welcome us to His fatherly heart 
with compassionate and loving embraces. 

He will graciously own every evidence we give of our 
conversion and repentance, for we have His assurance: “The 
Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon Hin, to all that 
call upon Him in truth.” Ps. 145, 18. 

Indeed, whatever. may be our need, He will mercifully 
supply it. If our hearts are sick, we may come to the 
heavenly feast to be healed. If our souls are stained with 
sin, we may come to Him just as we are to have Him wash 
away our sins. Christ is the Sun who brightens our lives, 
the Light who enlightens our souls, the sweetest Joy men 
ever knew, the Fountain whence all our blessings flow. If we 
think we have reason to complain that we do not experience 
His love, shall we say this is because the fires of His love 
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have gone out? Is it not rather because we creep into the 
dark and cold corners far from His heart, which is ever 
burning with love toward us? Azariah, the prophet, said to 
Asa, king of Judah, appealing to the experience of the king- 
dom of Israel: “The Lord is with you while ye be with Him, 
and if ye seek Him, He will be found of you; but if ye 
forsake Him, He will forsake you.” 2 Chron. 15,2. Now, we 
are invited as guests at the Lord’s Table of bounty where the 
Savior would give Himself to us with all His heavenly 
treasures. “Let us, therefore, come boldly unto the Throne 
of Grace that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help 
in time of need.” Heb. 4, 16. 
Speak to Him now, for He hears thee, 
And spirit with spirit doth meet; 
He is closer to thee than breathing, 
Nearer than hands and feet. 

If we consider what it means to be brought thus near to 
God and to have Him come so near to us, shall we not 
exclaim with Moses: “What nation is there so great who 
hath God so nigh unto them as the Lord, our God, is in all 
things that we call upon Him for?’ Deut. 4,7. Shall we not 
obey the exhortation: “Draw nigh to God,” in order that 
we may experience the fulfilment of the promise: “And He 
will draw nigh to you”? Shall we not pray: — 


Savior, I long to walk Constantly near Thy side, 
Closer with Thee; Quickened and purified, 
Led by Thy guiding hand, Living for Him who died 

Ever to be Freely for me? 


Blessed are all they who are invited to this feast! Thrice 
blessed all they who accept the invitation and are drawn 
near to Christ! 

O God, unseen, yet ever near, 
Thy presence may we feel, 
And, thus inspired with holy fear, 
Before Thine altar kneel. 
Here may Thy faithful people know 
The blessings of Thy love, 
The streams that through the desert flow, 
The manna from above! 


Bronxville, N. Y. Ricuarp Hope. 
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What Is True Repentance? 


LUKE 22, 61. 62. 

And the Lord turned and looked upon Peter. And Peter 
remembered the word of the Lord, how He had said unto him, 
Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny Me thrice. And Peter 
went out and wept bitterly. 

Our text is a chapter of inspiration, rich in comfort and 
instruction. We turned our feet into the sanctuary to pour 
out our confessions before God, to seek reconciliation and 
peace with Him. And the sacred story gives us the com- 
forting assurance that if we come to the Savior with the 
same feeling as Peter, we shall find plenteous forgiveness. 
But there is also merciful instruction here on an experience 
without which there is no acceptance with God. Genuine 
repentance is the condition on which alone the Savior will 
regard us with favor. “Repent and turn yourselves from 
your transgressions, so iniquity shall not be your ruin,” is 
the exhortation of the Old Testament. On the threshold of 
the New Testament John the Baptist admonished: “Repent 
ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”; and our Savior 
Himself exhorted: “Repent ye and believe the Gospel.” The 
question, then, before we approach the sacred Table is: — 


What Is True Repentance ? 
It includes 
1. Conviction of sin; 2. Contrition for sin; 
3. Conversion from sin; 4. Conversion to the Savior. 
ib, 

When Jesus and His disciples walked to Gethsemane, 
Peter vehemently asserted that he would never deny His 
Master, though he should die with him. But a few hours 
later vile oaths quivered in the morning air. The bold dis- 
ciple had fallen despite noble professions of loyalty. Then 
suddenly the shrill crowing of a cock rent the air and sent 
cold shudders through the sturdy frame of the fisherman. 
Uneasy and conscience-smitten he turned and met the eyes 
of the Savior which looked sorrowfully upon the fallen dis- 
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ciple. That was enough. The recollection of the Master’s 
warning and the Savior’s sorrowful look withered Peter, 
drove home to his heart the conviction that he had com- 
mitted an awful sin. Covering his blushing face with a 
fold of his mantle, he rushed out and wept bitterly. 

This conduct of Peter becomes us. Does it not? I do 
not accuse any of crimes in the eyes of the law, of disgrace 
before men. But if we will look at our character all around 
in the light of God’s pure Law, can we say, “I have made my 
heart clean, J am pure from my sin”? From the time when 
we were lulled into infant slumbers until this present hour 
the eyes that looked on Peter have looked on us. Nothing 
escaped their notice. All faults and failures, even our hid- 
den thoughts and evil inclinations, have been open to their 
sight. Those penetrating eyes are on us now and see what 
recollections of former days are flitting through our minds. 
And is there nothing we might wish to cover? There are 
things that bay out condemnation against us, — and we 
know it! 

Will we offer excuses? Peter had none to offer. Could 
he blame sudden temptation or curse yon maid and rabble? 
He had no business where temptations lurked. He had been 
warned to watch and pray instead of exposing himself. And 
we — if we are genuinely penitent — will neither try to offer 
excuses. Never mind the circumstances, never mind who 
tempted us. We did what we did and gave consent to what 
we did. Can we shift blame on other shoulders? True 
repentance pleads unreservedly guilty because it stands con- 
victed. Excuses offered breathe an impenitent, self-justifying 
spirit of which God says: “He that exalteth himself shall be 
abased.” A deep conviction of sin which, without excuses or 
self-justification, pleads guilty before God is the first requi- 
site of true repentance. 
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Conviction of sin must be accompanied by hearty sorrow 
for sin. Peter pleaded guilty before the withering look of 
the Savior, went out, and wept bitterly. He realized that he 
Confessional Addresses. 4 
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had offended against the Almighty, that he had wounded the 
loving heart of the Savior. For such wickedness, he knew, 
he deserved to be cast out forever. However earnestly he 
might resolve to be more watchful in future, however heartily 
he regretted his sin, that could not remove the curse for the 
past. Hell justly claimed him, and he felt his inability to 
save himself from its yawning abyss. Utterly helpless, he 
wept bitterly over the wickedness he had done and shuddered 
at the thought of his well-deserved punishment. 

And this, brethren, must be our feeling. Like Peter we 
have sinned. We have rebelled against the will of the Most 
High. We have openly and avowedly defied His authority 
and have acted contrary to it. It is for the very purpose of 
confessing our misdeeds to Him that we are met here. And 
why do we wish to confess? It is not to inform God of 
what we have done. He knows the whole sad story, — for 
none of our ways were unobserved by Him, — but we wish to 
tell him how we feel about our sins. And how do we feel; 
how must we feel? The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit ; 
a broken and contrite heart He will not despise. “To this 
man,” says He, “will I look; even to him that is poor and 
of a contrite spirit and trembleth at My Word.” Without 
such distress and sorrow no man will realize his need of 
a Savior and flee for salvation to the blood of Christ. 

We do not insist upon uniformity of external experience. 
One may shed more or more bitter tears than another; still 
another may shed no tears at all and yet be greatly bowed 
down. But there must be in all the same internal experience, 
a sorrow of such proportions that it drives the soul away 
from the sins it mourns and into the arms of the Savior. 
And that is the third point of our consideration. 
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To repent means to change one’s mind. In the case of 
the sinner, repentance is the changing of the sinner’s mind 
about his sins; he no longer loves the evil in which his flesh 
formerly delighted. He has found it an evil and a bitter 
thing that he has sinned against God, and having tasted the 
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wormwood and the gall, he turns in disgust from sin and 
“ceases to serve it. Peter rushed out of the place where he 
fell. That was equivalent to his forsaking the sin he had 
committed there. He parted company with it, as his after-— 
life shows, and was done with it. 

We do not prescribe similarity of outward experience, 
asserting that all alike must be moved to many and ‘bitter 
tears; but it is essential that sorrow over sin produce a 
change of heart which breaks with sin. Repentance does not 
promise to turn from sin; it turns. It is not an effort at 
reformation, but a complete reformation of life and in the 
very thoughts of the heart. He who truly repents, hates sin, 
is done with it. The penitent sinner cannot be perfectly 
holy and sinless; but he fights against sin, and when he is 
overtaken in a fault, it is only by reason of his weakness, 
not because he wants to continue to serve sin. 


4. 

The most important point, however, remains to be stated. 
Neither conviction of sin nor sorrow nor any reformation of 
life can save the sinner upon whom the Law has pronounced 
the curse. Could our zeal no respite know, could our tears 
forever flow, all for sin could not atone; Christ must save, 
and He alone. Therefore sorrow for sin is worth having 
ohly when that sorrow realizes its helplessness and cries for 
pardon for Jesus’ sake. We must turn from sin to the great 
Savior from sin. Peter looked into the eyes of that Savior. 
He saw there boundless depths of forgiving, reassuring love. 
He cast himself on that love and was received in merey by 
the Savior. The same holds true with regard to us. If under 
the accumulated load of our sins we mourn over them and 
out of the depths of our affliction cry to our Savior, He will 
regard our sorrow and hear our prayer for help. Our many 
sins will be forgiven through His blood, and our heaviness 
will be turned into joy. 

Do we come in this spirit to the Savior? Thank God, 
who gave you such repentance. It is His workin you. God 
opened your eyes to your lost condition by His Word, or you 
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would never have come to be convicted of sin and to shudder ~ 
at the depths of your sinfulness. It was God who led you 
to sorrow over the sin in which your flesh found delight. 
It was no one but God who by His reassuring Gospel pre- 
vented you from falling into despair and hell with Judas 
when you saw your lost condition. It was the Gospel of your 
Savior by which the Holy Spirit drew your heart in con- 
fidence to the Savior whose blood cleanses from all sin and 
who casts out no one that comes unto Him. Thank God 
for the blessings of His Word. Thank the Holy Spirit, who 
hath. quickened you and has given you faith. Thank God 
for the sacred meal here set before you. It is the very body 
and blood of your Savior, giving you strong assurance that 
Christ is your personal Savior and that He loves you not- 
withstanding the sins you mourn. Never, never, stray from 
God’s Word and often seek strength in this holy meal for 
your faith and for the battle against sin. Amen. 
St. Louis, Mo. R. JESSE. 


The Prayer of a Worthy Communicant. '//.)™, 
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For Thy name’s sake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity; for 
it is great. 

The Lord’s Supper is for Christians only. Of the bread 
as well as of the wine it is said that Christ gave it to His 
disciples. But even among Christians the use of the Sacra- 
ment is restricted to those who are able to examine them- 
selves. For God’s Word says: “Let a man examine himself 
and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup.” 
This, of course, is not said to keep away penitent sinners, 
who earnestly seek for forgiveness and salvation, but only 
such as would make their participation in this sacred insti- 
tution a mere outward act, a matter of form, who approach 
the Lord’s Table thoughtlessly and without a real desire for 
help from on high, or who even approach in a hypocritical 
spirit, to appear pious before men: It behooves you, there- 


fore, honestly and earnestly to search your hearts as you 
approach the Table of the Lord in order that you may come 
as poor sinners, whom He will fill with good things, and not 
as the rich, whom He will send away empty. It follows, 
then, that you should come in a prayerful mood, with your 
thoughts, your attention, your earnest desire, fixed upon this 
one thing, that you may consider what you are doing, that 
you may behold, and not miss, the blessings set before you 
as on a table decked with heavenly food, and that you may 
receive, in a large measure, the bounties and the blessings 
which the Lord would have all enjoy who come to Him as 
His blessed guests. To help you to attune your hearts to 
a prayer with which you can come into His presence to-day, 
I have chosen these words of the penitent prayer of David to 
guide us. May these words be, in the heart of every one 
of you, 
The Prayer of a Worthy Communicant. 
They are words 
1. Of earnest contrition, 2. Of sincere faith. 
iL. 


“Pardon mine iniquity, for it is great.” What a confes- 
sion of a contrite heart! As you make these words your 
prayer, you realize, as David did, that you have not always 
walked upon the straight, the correct, way. For iniquity is 
really crookedness, every deviation or departure from the 
path as it has been outlined and prescribed by the Law of 
the holy God. Not only the unbelievers, not only the openly 
wicked, have departed from the Law of God, but even we, 
who have learned to pray with David: “Show me Thy ways, 
O Lord; teach me Thy paths.” Thus you were not ignorant 
of the right way. According to the very words of this psalm 
you had learned to declare: “Good and upright is the Lord; 
therefore will He teach sinners in the way.” You have 
learned from the Ten Commandments, from so many a lesson 
of God’s holy Word, that God’s way is right, and that it is 
good. He would have men be holy as He is holy. He cannot 
bear to see man, originally created in His image, in perfect 
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righteousness and holiness, to follow the evil way, the way 
of the devil, the world, and the flesh. You have learned to 
love God according to the inner man. Through faith you 
have learned to walk in His way and to have your delight 
therein. And still you are here to-day to confess your 
iniquity. Your evil heart has led you astray again and 
again. Your foot has stepped aside into the ways of sin. 
You have forsaken the good way, whereon you could and 
should have followed your Savior and His example, where 
you might have done so many a deed of service to the glory 
of His name and the welfare of immortal souls. But time 
has been wasted; opportunities have been lost; sometimes 
irreparable harm has been done; and now you stand before 
Him sinful and guilty and bitterly deplore your iniquity. 

Yes, you deplore your iniquity as David did. God grant 
that you may do it with the same sincerity and contrition 
that filled his heart when he said: “Pardon mine iniquity, 
for it is great’! 

Great are your sins; for they are many. Their number 
is infinitely large. As David said in the 19th Psalm, so we, 
too, must say: “Who can understand his errors? Cleanse 
Thou me from secret faults”; and in another prayer: “In- 
numerable evils have compassed me about; mine iniquities 
have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up; 
they are more than the hairs of mine head; therefore my 
heart faileth me.” Ps. 40,12. It is true, he that has offended 
in one point is guilty of all. But we have offended in so 
many points that we are bewildered at the number of our 
sins, our hearts fail us; we tremble at the righteous judg- 
ment of God. 

Great are your sins, for they are grievous and a heavy 
burden on your conscience. You mourn not only their quan- 
tity, but also their quality. Must you not say: “Mine iniqui- 
ties are gone over my head; as a heavy burden they are too 
heavy for me”? Ps.38,5. Oh, let us not minimize our 
faults! Let us not take our sins lightly! For remember, 
we have offended not against a cruel tyrant, but against our 


kind heavenly Father, against the Lord of our salvation. 
Surely this aggravates our guilt. Take this example. 
A young man is brought before the judge. “What are the 
charges against him?’ “He has committed assault and 
battery.” The judge looks at the young man severely. “But 
this is not all, Your Honor,” reports the officer; “he struck 
down his own father.” Ah, will not the condemnation of 
that poor wretch be all the more severe, must not all right- 
thinking people condemn him a hundredfold for rising up 
against him whom he should have loved and honored before 
all other men? There can be no excuse for such a crime. 
Nor can you plead one single excuse for having wounded the 
heart of the Father, who has loved you with an everlasting 
love, yea, absolutely without any merit and worthiness on 
your part. Remember, it is His Law that you have broken; 
it is He whom you have grieved. 

As God is Love, so His Law, which you have broken, is 
fair and just. There may be laws of men that seem unnec- 
essary, unfair, or even foolish. Still it is right that we 
should even keep such laws as long as they are not in conflict 
with the will of God. However, the breaking of such laws 
is not to be compared with the breaking of the fundamental 
laws of the country. The rebel against the authority of the 
government, the traitor, who furthers the cause of the enemy 
and endangers the welfare of his country, deserve nothing 
but the utmost contempt and severest punishment. But here 
is a law that is supremely just, here are precepts that con- 
stitute the very foundation of all true human happiness in 
this world and in the world to come; but we have not loved 
the Lord, our God, with all our heart and soul and mind nor 
our neighbor as ourselves; yea, we have ofttimes neglected 
the call of His grace, the most blessed Gospel invitation, by 
despising the preaching of His Word and the Sacrament as 
well. Surely we must bow our heads in shame, and our 
hearts would be as stone if we did not remember our faults 
this day with a contrite heart and say, “O Lord, pardon mine 
iniquity, for it is great.” 
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Yet this prayer, your prayer, as the prayer of a worthy 
communicant, is a prayer full of hope and confidence, a 
prayer of sincere fazth. 

It is prayer to Him whom David ealls his Lord, of whom 
he said: “Unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. O my 
God, I trust in Thee. Thou art the God of my salvation; 
on Thee do I wait all the day. Remember, O Lord, Thy 
tender mercies and Thy loving-kindnesses, for they have been 
ever of old. Remember not the sins of my youth nor my 
transgressions; according to Thy merey remember me for 
Thy goodness’ sake, O Lord. Good and upright is the Lord; 
therefore will He teach sinners in the way. All the paths 
of the Lord are merey and truth unto such as keep His 
covenant and His testimonies.” And then follow the words 
of this prayer, so full of faith and confidence: “For Thy 
name’s sake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity.” 

Oh, what a blessed confidence, this confidence of David 
the sinner, of David the believer! He calls Him the God 
of his salvation, he trusts in His mercies and loving-kind- 
nesses. His hope is in the goodness of the Lord. 

You have no less reason than David to pray this prayer 
to-day with fullest confidence. For the sure mercies of 
David are promised and assured unto you also. Just so you 
do not come in your own name, trusting in any merit or 
worthiness of your own, but make your plea, as David did, 
for His name’s sake, secking His divine pardon, that is, His 
grace in Jesus, the great Son of David and David’s Lord. 
David found rest for his soul in looking forward to the 
coming of the Savior... You and I are more blessed even than 
David, for we have the fulfilment of all these promises before 
our very eyes. The Savior has come. He has finished the 
great salvation. He has paid the penalty of our guilt. He 
has given His sacred body as a ransom for our sins. He has 
shed His divine blood in full payment for our transgressions. 
In the Sacrament which you receive to-day He gives you that 
body and blood as a pledge of your salvation. No fairer 
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promise was ever given than His precious assurance: “This 
is My body, which is given for you; this is My blood, which 
is shed for you, for the remission of sins.” 

Approach ye, then, with faithful hearts sincere 

And take the pledges of salvation here. 

O Judge of all, our only Savior Thou, 

In this Thy feast of love be with us now. 


Amen. 
Kendallville, Ind. M. F. Krerzmann. 


A Model Self-Preparation for the Sacrament. 


Ro. 7, 24. 25. 
O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death? I thank God through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
_ To approach the Lord’s Table as worthy guests, that, 
I trust; is your chief concern in this morning hour. And to 
assist you in making such spiritual preparations as will 
enable you to receive the Sacrament worthily, that, I assure 
you, is my chief concern in addressing you. Permit me to 
present to you from the text before me 


A Model Self-Preparation for the Sacrament. 
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“Q wretched man that I am!” Paul the Apostle, the 
author of these words, was, as far as we know, at the time 
when he wrote them not thinking of the Sacrament. But 
he was engaged in doing that which in another one of his 
letters he urges all Christians to do as they approach the 
Lord’s Table, — he was subjecting himself to a searching and 
unsparing’ self-examination. 

He had been meditating on the Law of God. “What shall 
we say, then? Is the Law sin?. God forbid! Nay, I had 
not known sin but by the Law; for I had not known lust 
except the Law had said, Thou shalt not covet.” V. 7. 

That had led him to review his past conduct and his 
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present habits of life. And that, in turn, had caused him 
to probe the inward recesses of his being. We hear him say: 
“For we know that the Law is spiritual; but I am carnal, 
sold under sin. For that which I do I allow not; for what 
I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I.... For 
I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good 
thing; for to will is present with me, but how to perform 
that which is good I find not. For the good that I would 
IT do not; but the evil which I would not, that I do.” Vv. 14. 
ily, Wey, IUD 

As he now surveys the condition thus disclosed to his eye, 
he is deeply disturbed. “O wretched man that I am!” Not 
merely that he felé thus. He was not exaggerating the situa- 
tion. He knew it to be as bad as he felt about it. He felt 
wretched because he was wretched. His own conscience 
mercilessly condemned him, doubly so because he felt him- 
self to be a servant who knew the Master’s will. To note the 
great gulf between what he knew and what he found himself 
doing was profoundly distressing. 

Nor did he conceive the condition as being merely’ of 
a temporary nature, an unfortunate lapse, needing only to 
be recognized to be remedied. ‘“‘Who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death?” he cries. Bluntly he characterizes 
the flesh-part of his inward being as a “body of death,” an 
inseparable part of himself, hopelessly corrupted, subject to 
deeay; and frankly he admits his inability to work out his 
own deliverance, as he distressfully asks, “Who shall de- 
liver me?” ; 

It is deeply moving, this sight of a man of God searching 
out himself, sitting in judgment on his conduct and life, and 
unmercifully condemning himself for his moral delinquencies. 

It is moving, I say. But it should be more than that to 
you. The apostle’s painstaking examination of his own spir- 
itual state, his honest confession of his sins, his frank 
acknowledgment of the gravity of the situation, present him 
as an example which you will do well to follow. 

Let it be assumed that you, my friend, like Paul, are a 
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Christian, that you know yourself to be a child of God 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. Does it follow that 
you daily give to God. the things that are God’s, that you 
diligently walk with Him, and that you keep yourself un- 
spotted from the world? Can you say, “I have made my 
heart clean and am pure from my sin”? You cannot. 

Rather, as you behold yourself in the mirror of God’s 
Law, the humiliating conviction will grow upon you that you 
do not and cannot love God with all your heart and that you 
cannot and do not love.your neighbor as yourself; that, in 
fact, in your flesh there dwelleth no good thing. And as you 
probe more deeply, what is that which discloses itself to your 
searching eye? Is it possible that the idols of materialism 
and worldliness are beginning to find a place in your heart; 
that in thoughtless moments you misuse the name of God; 
that you are growing cold in your love and veneration for 
the preaching and God’s Word; that you lack charity; that 
you distrust, dislike, even hate some fellow-man; that you 
are impure and unclean in thoughts, word, and conduct; 
that you slander your neighbor; that you are envious, 
covetous, and greedy ? 

Friend, your conscience cannot be silent as you follow 
my words. And if, in addition, you bear in mind that you 
cannot plead ignorance or lack of instruction, admonition, 
and encouragement, your humiliation and self-condemnation 
must indeed be absolute and complete. 

Does this make any impression on you? If it does, the 
words of Paul will rise naturally and sincerely to your lips: 
“OQ wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death ?” 

And what now? Let us turn to the text once more. 


2. 

From the look inward which had so distressed him the 
apostle passes to a look upward. “I thank God through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.” He has found with God what he 
had been unable to find in himself, and his heart is glad. 
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What a contrast! From the depth of hopelessness and 
despair he at once rises to the heights of gratitude and praise. 
From the darkness of his own worthlessness he turns to the 
light of an all-sufficient grace, which fills his heart with joy 
and peace. 

God has had merey upon him and has saved him from 
himself. Though, indeed, the presence and pernicious activ- 
ity of his sinful nature will continue and the inward conflict 
between the flesh and the spirit will be ever with him, yet he 
knows himself to have been delivered from the curse of the 
Law, from the burden of guilt and the reproach of con- 
science, from the dread of the judgment and the merited 
punishment, from the apprehension of defeat and the shadows 
of utter despair. ‘Thanks be to God!” 

“Through Jesus Christ, our Lord,’ he adds. These are 
the words of one who believes in a redemption through the 
sacrifice of the Lamb of God on the cross, who has laid his 
sins on Jesus, to whom Jesus Christ is all in all. 

How significant ! 

God is Love; yes, but in Christ. God forgives sins; yes, 
but for Christ’s sake. God saves; yes, but through Christ. 
Because Christ paid the debt of sin, wiped out the guilt and 
destroyed the power of sin; because thus He became the 
propitiation for our sins; and because God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself, Paul ascribes his de- 
liverance to God through Christ Jesus. 

And being now assured that there is no condemnation to 
him, the presence of the conflict within him no longer weighs 
upon him, and the consciousness of his personal helplessness 
no longer depresses him. He is fully persuaded that God, 
who has begun a good work in Him, will perform it unto 
the day of Jesus Christ. 

My friend, if the realization of your own worthlessness 
and helplessness has depressed you, lift up your heart with 
Paul. Look up to Him who spared not His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all. Plenteous grace with Him is 
found, grace to cover all your sins. Come to the cross and 
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with your heart enfold Him who was made sin for you. that 
you might be made the righteousness of God in Him. Ages 
ago the healing fountain was opened, and, thank God, it is 
still flowing. Come, drink, believe, and live. And do not 
despair because you have heaped sin upon sin and have found 
yourself doing things contrary to your better knowledge. 
For where sin abounds, the grace of God much more abounds. 

Is anything more comforting than that God not only 
justifies the ungodly, but also His own sons and daughters 
who so disgracefully reward His love with their wayward- 
ness; that Jesus laid down His life not only for His enemies, 
but also for those who through faith in Him have beeome 
His friends, who so often, however, grieve Him with their 
sinning ? 

As your heart ponders these precious truths, you will find 
yourself fervently saying, “I thank God through’ Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.” 

Tf in this state of mind — having looked within yourself 
to find your own helplessness and now looking up to the Lord 
from whom cometh your help—you come to the Lord’s 
Table, the blessed Sacrament will be to you a source of 
richest grace. The body and blood of your Savior, together 
with the words of His comforting assurance, will again con- 
firm to you God’s declaration: “Though your sins be as 
searlet, they shall be as white as snow.” “I, even I, am He 
that blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine own sake and 
will not remember thy sins.” 

The joy of spiritual life will be renewed within you, and 
once more you will go forth determined to deny ungodliness 
and worldly lusts and to live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present world. 

Blessed, indeed, is he that eateth the bread in the king- 
dom of God! 


Fort Smith, Ark. Kx. KrerzscuMar. 
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There Is Salvation in None Other but Christ. 


Acts 4, 12. 
Neither is there salvation in any other. 

Only in rare instances does the world care to retain the 
names of this or that one in its memory when something 
superlatively good or something exceptionally evil can be 
said about a person. The names of a few great men whose 
achievements have astonished past and present generations 
are inscribed on the pages of history in indelible letters. 

There are some names whose very mention touches our 
hearts to the quick, such names as father, mother, parents, 
children, ete. 

But there is one name which is superlative in an absolute 
sense, a name before which all human or even angelic names 
pale into utter insignificance, just as the stars fade away and 
disappear before the dazzling brightness of the midday sun — 
the name of Jesus, our blessed Lord and Savior. That name 
is so pricelessly dear to us because there is salvation in none 
other. 

Permit me particularly to stress in this preparatory ad- 
dress that 

There Is Salvation in None Other. 


. This you must believe with the heart. 
. This you must confess with the mouth. 
. This you must prove by a truly Christian life. 


Cs tem 


1. 


One of the great faults of many so-called Christians of 
to-day is that they do not make their religion a religion of 
the heart, that they do not take Christianity, faith in Christ, 
seriously. So many desire to touch the Christian religion 
with their finger-tips only. They say that it is all right to 
be religious, but that one can also be just a little too re- 
higious. The devil delights in such Christianity. Chris- 

‘tianity is the most serious thing in the world. Christ wants 
us to look at it in that light. “Seek ye first the kingdom of 
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God.” Everything in time and eternity depends on our sin- 
cere faith in Jesus, the Savior. 

The heart of Christianity is Christ. Jesus was all the 
world to Peter. Jesus once asked the disciples: “Will ye 
also go away?” Peter immediately and emphatically put the 
counter-question, which amounted to a decided’ negative: 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal 
life.... Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
“There is salvation in none other.” All the saints now in 
heaven and all the saints who ever will get to heaven will 
joyfully proclaim: “There is salvation in none other.” If 
you wish to be among those who sing this song to Jesus in 
the abodes of bliss, you must believe it here on earth and 
unto your end with all your heart. 

Dear communicants, is Jesus your supreme quest? Is He 
worth more to you than pleasure, honor, fame, wealth? If 
you say candidly, “Yes, He is my Lord and my All,” then, 
how can some of you blend that statement with your irregu- 
lar attendance at divine services? How can you harmonize 
that glorious confession with the inglorious indifference 
toward the work of the Church of Jesus Christ? How can 
you bring it into agreement with that coldness in prayer? 
Try as you will, these things cannot be blended, for they 
contradict your declaration that Jesus is your Lord and 
your All. Examine yourselves, dear friends, whether you 
are really Christians, Christians at heart; prove yourselves! 
Only the through-and-through Christian can truthfully de- 
clare: “There is salvation in none other.” 


On 

The Apostle Peter believed in the Saviorship of Jesus, 
and he was not afraid to tell that to the world. At his time 
no name was so much hated and despised as the name of 
Jesus. Yet the radicals of the unbelieving world could never 
induce him to be silent; the glorious name of Christ was to 
be confessed. 

In this very respect so many Christians are sinfully 
bashful. When the occasion or the opportunity demands 


that you confess Jesus’ name, then away with all hesitancy 
and openly confess Jesus with the mouth. The use of the 
name of Jesus is not restricted to the interior of the church 
and the home, but the name should be confessed before the 
world. - 

If you can truthfully say of Jesus: “There is salvation 
in none other,” then you must come out into the lime-light 
and confess His name, the most adorable of all names. You 
dare not shirk the duty you have of confessing His name 
if you do not wish to be classified with those who deny Him. 
Confess Christ! 

33. 

Finally, if you truthfully aver that there is salvation in 
none other, then you must also prove that by leading a truly 
Christian life. Christianity of the heart will always be 
accompanied by a Christianity of the daily life. The daily 
life is the acid test whether Christianity is taken seriously 
or frivolously. ‘There is no greater detriment to the cause 
of Christ than a make-believe Christian. 

Dear friends, are you proving that you are real Christians 
by your daily Christian lives? Is your life a constant war- 
fare against darling sins and modern sins? Do you crucify 
your old Adam with all his hurtful lusts every day in 
every way? 

If you have frequently fallen, when you should have 
valiantly held your ground; if you have sinned in spite of 
all your efforts to be holy, then, dear friends, here in this 
Sacrament God offers you His pardon, saying to each of 
you: “My son, my daughter, be of good cheer, thy sins be 
forgiven Thee.” In these words there is both forgiveness 
and spiritual strength. The Lord’s Supper was instituted 
for the establishment of your faith, confession, and life. 
Look to Jesus and lean on Jesus, whose name is above every 
other name. He will through His Holy Spirit grant you 
sincere Christian faith, confessed with the mouth and re- 
duced to practise in your daily life! 

(Oak Park, Ill. E..T. Lams, 
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Two Requisites of a Communicant. 
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What time I am afraid I will trust in Thee. 

Not all those who approach the Lord’s Table are welcome 
guests, nor do all receive the intended benefit and blessing. 
According to God’s Word there are unworthy communicants, 
whose Communion brings them a curse instead of a blessing. 
Paul very explicitly says: “He that eateth and drinketh 
unworthily eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not 
discerning the Lord’s body.” Such unworthy communicants, 
by appearing at the Lord’s Table, call down upon themselves 
the wrath of God and His just punishment; they are as 
guilty of the body and blood of the Lord as were those Jews 
who joined in the ery, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” 

Who among us, therefore, should not tremble at the 
thought that he might belong to the number of unworthy 
communicants! But, thank God! we need not live in un- 
certainty and doubt as to whether we are welcome guests at 
the Lord’s Table. God’s Word gives us most clear and cer- 
tain information on this point. So plainly does our gracious 
God describe to us the worthy communicant that the sincere 
Christian, by means of an honest self-examination, can soon 
gain certainty in this matter. 

Let us, then, use the time now at our disposal to institute 
such an honest self-examination while we consider the words 
of David as found Ps. 56,3: “What time I am afraid, I will 
trust in Thee.’ The psalmist in these words reveals 


1. A humble knowledge of his own weakness; 
2. A confident trust in God’s help. 


1 
David had a host of mighty enemies who beset him from 
all sides and never ceased in their attacks. Over against 
these implacable foes, David realized his own weakness and 
the inadequacy of his resources to wage a successful war 
against them. As he compares himself and his strength with 
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the great might of his enemies, he is overwhelmed with fear 
and trembling. 

We, too, are surrounded by mighty enemies; for the 
world is one great battle-field, where the hosts of the enemy 
close in upon us from every side and attack us day and night. 
Our life is a continuous strife and battle; there is no rest 
and no peace. And in this incessant struggle it. must soon 
become plain to us that “with might of ours can naught be 
done, soon were our loss effected.” 

There is Satan, that old, bitter foe, who means us deadly 
woe. Satan is ever attacking us, seeking to bring about 
our destruction by alluring us into false security and self- 
confidence, or seducing us into unbelief and misbelief, or 
tempting us to despair and deceiving us with dangerous 
delusions. 

Then there is the world, the animate as well as the in- 
animate creation. Because of the corruption in us all the 
things in this world may become to us an occasion to sin. 
All those who have not accepted Christ and His Word are 
ever setting traps to ensnare us in their vanities. Or the 
world seeks to induce us to turn our backs upon God by its 
hosts of sufferings, its poverty, its ills and pains, its adver- 
sities and misfortunes. 

And finally there is our own flesh and blood, our sinful 
heart. We are born with this enemy in our bosom; and 
though he has received a mortal wound through Holy Bap- 
tism, he lives in us as long as we live. The old Adam in us 
is daily striving to banish the Spirit of God from our hearts, 
and we are, for this reason, in daily danger of being defeated 
by this implacable enemy within us, of losing our faith and 
the grace of God,-.and of being cast into the everlasting 
flames of a just Creator’s wrath. 

These three implacable foes, together with their innumer- 
able auxiliaries, make our life an unbroken chain of fights 
and struggles, which might easily end with our eternal defeat 
and utter destruction. Alas, how weak and impotent we are 
in comparison with these mighty foes! If the victory over 
these powerful enemies depended upon us and our strength, 
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the outcome of the struggle could not be in doubt for a single 
moment. But as we find that David, despite a full realiza- 
tion of his own impotence over against his foes, did not 
despair, but hopefully cried out, “What time I am afraid, 
I will trust in Thee,” so we may also, yea, so shall we also, 
with David, be filled with a confident trust in God’s help. 


2. 


David built his hope on God’s Word and promise. God 
had promised David in His Word that He would rescue him 
from the hands of his enemies, and this assurance of God’s 
help was the anchor of David’s trust. What David did we, 
too, should do. The Word of the same faithful God tells us 
that His own Son has vanquished Satan, overcome the world, 
and destroyed sin. In view of the redemption of the whole 
world through Christ we may confidently and joyfully ex- 
claim: “If God be for us, who can be against us?” Satan 
may be mighty, but God is almighty; the world may be 
dangerous, but Christ is our Protector; our own flesh may 
be ever seeking to allure us, but the Spirit of God quenches 
its evil lusts and desires. He that believes this and flees for 
refuge into the merciful arms of God, who has been recon- 
ciled to us by the blood of His Son, will there find protection 
from all his foes. Of this God assured us in Holy Baptism, 
when He accepted us as His children and made us heirs of 
life eternal. Of this He assures us in His Gospel and in 
every evangelical sermon. Of this He gives us special assur- 
ance in the absolution which He bids His servants announce 
to us. This He most graciously confirms to us when He 
gives us the body and blood of His own dear Son, the 
Vanquisher of all our enemies, in the Holy Supper. 

Let us, then, approach the Lord’s Table with the confident 
trust that Christ has gained a complete and permanent vic- 
tory over all our enemies, sin, world, death, devil, and hell, 
and say with David: “What time I am afraid, I will trust 
in Thee.” Amen. 

Napoleon, O. F. J. LANKENAU. 


a 
Abundant Pardon in the Lord’s Supper. 


Is. 55, 7. 
He will abundantly pardon. 

You wish to commune this morning. That which impels 
you to approach the Lord’s Table is the explicit command 
and the glorious promise on the part of God and on your 
part the trouble that lies heavy upon you. This trouble of 
yours is sin, and this trouble of sin you earnestly desire to 
get rid of, a desire that can be realized by partaking of the 
Holy Supper. God offers forgiveness of sin to all those who 
partake of Holy Communion, but it is actually conveyed and 
sealed solely to the believers. As Luther puts it: “He that 
believes these words has what they say and express, namely, 
the forgiveness of sins.” To become partakers of this in- 
tended blessing, should be an all-important matter with us. 
The question that should be uppermost in the mind of every 
communicant ought to be this, “How may I receive forgive- 
ness in the Sacrament?” The answer is, “By relying solely 
on the grace of God in Christ Jesus.” But before we can 
rely solely on the grace of God in Christ, we must first have 
come to a knowledge of our wretched natural state, wretched 
because of our sins. 

Concerning these two things, contrition and faith, we 
should institute a rigid self-examination before we approach 
the Lord’s Table. To guide us in this necessary examination 
of ourselves, let us consider the word of the prophet: “He 
will abundantly pardon.” 

The prophet says: “The Lord will abundantly pardon.” 
This implies that there must be an abundance of sin with us. 
Yes, truly, there is much sin in us. This we can easily learn 
when we examine ourselves in the mirror of God’s holy Law. 
As soon as the light of the divine Law falls on our thoughts, 
words, and deeds, we can see our uncleanness and imperfec- 
tions. When we measure our words and deeds by the rule of 
the commandments of God, we see how far we have departed 
therefrom every day. How often have we in the pride of our 
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hearts exalted ourselves above God and His Word! How 
often have we been uncharitable toward our neighbor, and 
how many times have we offended him by our sinful words 
and deeds! How cold is-our love, how weak and faltering 
our faith, how slow our growth in holiness of life! Our flesh 
hates God and His works, strives to regain the mastery over 
us by insisting upon having its way. When the new man in 
us would turn his heart in worship and devotion to God, evil 
thoughts and desires at once arise to prevent the good inten- 
tion from being carried out. Would the new man search the 
Seriptures, the flesh finds a way of hindering it. Would the 
new man pray to the heavenly Father, the flesh does all it 
can to prevent it. Alas! who among us does not daily expe- 
rience how the old Adam seeks to entice us to do evil and 
leave undone that which is good? And must we not admit 
that only too often our resistance has been half-hearted and 
lacking in spirit and that as a result we have succumbed to 
the seductions of our own flesh and committed wrong? Who, 
indeed, can understand and know all his errors? 

And then Jet us remember that we have called down upon 
ourselves the curse of God’s holy Law by our sins, that the 
wrath of a holy and just God is enkindled against our iniqui- 
ties, and that our transgressions are deserving of the eternal 
pains of hell. Our-own conscience tells us that we are 
worthy of death, the Law also passes the sentence of death 
upon us, the curses of Ebal are hurled against us, and hell’s 
mouth is gaping wide to receive us. Surely, when we think 
of these terrible consequences of sin, fear and trembling 
must lay hold upon us, and in terror our souls must cry out: 
“Q Lord, whither shall we flee from Thy wrath, and how 
shall we escape Thy hot displeasure ?” 

But, behold, when it has come with us to such a pass that 
we despair utterly in our own selves and find no way in 
ourselves to escape the dread consequences of our transgres- 
sions; when we have come to the conclusion that we are lost 
and that damnation must be our eternal doom, then comes 
the blessed assurance of our text: “He will abundantly 
pardon,” 
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God will pardon. “Though great our sins and sore our. 
woes, His grace much more aboundeth.” While our sin is 
a certainty, a terrible certainty, God’s grace is just as certain 
and sure. God is, indeed, a just Judge, whose righteousness 
compels Him to punish sin; but in Christ, who atoned for 
our sins by His death and gained righteousness and salvation 
for us, He is our gracious Father. In Christ the holy and 
just God forgives us all our sins. 

But this forgiveness is with God alone. God alone can 
forgive us our sins, since it is He whom we have offended by 
our iniquities; against Him we have sinned, and it is His 
holy Law that we have transgressed. . Is He willing to for- 
give? Is the holy God, whom we have so grievously offended, 
ready to grant us pardon? Will He whose holy Law we have 
so flagrantly transgressed turn away His wrath from us? 
Will the heavenly Father again receive His disobedient chil- 
dren? Will the King of kings again accept us rebels as His 
subjects? Yes, He will; for our text tells us that “He will 
abundantly pardon.” Because of the satisfaction which 
Christ has rendered, God’s grace has become like an un- 
fathomable sea, and into this sea of divine grace and mercy 
God casts our sins; into this sea of mercy He sinks all our 
sins, my sins, your sins, the sins of all men; for God pardons 
abundantly. “His helping love no limit knows, our utmost 
need it soundeth.” 

He that believes this and takes refuge in the mercy of 
God in Christ Jesus, his sins shall be never charged against 
him in all eternity. This is God’s promise, and God cannot 
he. Trusting in this blessed and comforting assurance, let 
us, then, draw nigh to the Lord’s Table this morning and 
say with Father Luther: — 

Though great our sins and sore our woes, 
His grace much more aboundeth; 

His helping love no limit knows, 
Our utmost need it soundeth. 

Our Shepherd is the Lord, and He 

At last shall set His Israel free 
From all their sin and sorrow. 


Napoleon, O. F. J. LANKENAU. 
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The Savior’s Great Invitation. 


Matt. 11, 28. 

Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. 

The wretched people from all parts of Galilee were truly 
fortunate to hear the words of Jesus contained in our text. 
In these words the great Prophet from Nazareth revealed His 
innermost soul and poured forth His yearning Savior-love. 

The Savior has since removed His visible presence from 
the earth. This gracious invitation, however, has been spread 
on the pages of the inspired Word and remains in force unto 
this day. It is the same invitation, having lost none of its 
precious contents, and it offers the same blessings as when 
Jesus spoke them in person. The glorious invitation comes 
to us when we read the Gospel or hear it preached. It also 
comes to us in the blessed Sacrament of which we wish to 
partake to-day. As a further preparation for a blessed Com- 
munion let us now consider 


The Savior’s Great Invitation, 
noting — 
1. To whom the invitation is extended; 
2. What the Savior offers. 


1. 

At the time our Savior spoke these words of matchless 
beauty, He was surrounded by a great number of unfortu- 
nate, wretched people. They were sick in body. Many of 
them were afflicted with all sorts of diseases. Suffering 
pains, they sought relief at the hands of Him whom they 
had learned to know as the merciful Nazarene. To be sure, 
Jesus made them welcome. 

But the Lord saw beyond their bodily wretchedness. 
Their miserable spiritual condition moved the Savior to pity ; 
for they were as sheep having no shepherd. They were a sin- 
burdened people. The Law of Moses, which neither their 
fathers nor they were able to keep, lay as a grievous yoke 
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upon them. They were burdened, besides, with numerous 
human ordinances, which either tended to increase their 
sense of shortcoming or, at best, made them hypocrites. 
Whether they realized it or not, they were in an unhappy 
state; they were without real peace and comfort. In divine 
commiseration Jesus calls and invites these people to come 
unto Him. They were the kind of people He could help, 
and for their help had He come into their midst. He came 
to call sinners to repentance. 

To just that kind of people the gracious invitation of 
Jesus is extended to-day. In the Gospel our Savior addresses 
the poor sinners who toil in vain, seeking peace of conscience 
and heart by their own efforts. To the fatigued and bur- 
dened sinner Jesus says: “Come unto Me.” 

Ts it not important for us to know this? We are gathered 
in the confessional service. At this time it is certainly de- 
sirable that we should know what manner of people we are. 
Are we not here to confess our sins? Is it not our aim, not 
only to confess our faults in a general way, but also to con- 
fess our individual, personal transgressions before God? Is 
there any good reason for our coming here if we do not wish 
to admit that we are weary and heavy laden? We know that 
we have not kept God’s holy Law. In many points we have 
sadly failed. God has said: “Be ye holy.” Who among 
us is? The Lord has said: “Thou shalt love the Lord, thy 
God, with all thy heart and with all thy soul and with all thy 
mind.” That is the first and great commandment. Who 
among us has fulfilled it? “Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself,” is the other great commandment. Have we done 
what it enjoins upon us? By God’s grace we are Christians. 
But are we always grateful for this? And do we always live 
in this wicked generation as a light and an example? Do we 
not say and do many things that are not a credit to our 
protession? And are we not remiss in many duties toward 
parents, husband, wife, and children? Are we not often 
careless and neglectful in our daily occupation and business ? 
Yes, we are sinners. The burden of guilt rests upon us. And 


—— 3 


all our efforts to remove that burden of guilt are futile. 
Whither shall we turn for help? 

Ah, friends, here is the great invitation of our text. 
Jesus says: “Come unto Me.” This is addressed to you. 
All poor, burdened, sinful souls are invited to come to Him. 
He graciously calls them. The deeper your conviction of sin 
and guilt, the more firmly you are to believe that the Savior 
invites just you. He says: “Come unto Me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden.” Do not hesitate to come as you are, 
for the gracious Savior offers you something very precious. 
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The weary and heavy-laden people who were gathered 
about Jesus on that occasion heard a wonderful promise. 
Jesus said: “I will give you rest.” A simple promise, in- 
deed, but one exactly suited to their needs. The blessed 
Savior assures them in these few words that He will relieve 
them of the burden of sin, that He will give them relief from 
the exacting demands of the Law. He offers them pardon 
and peace. With the burden removed, they could go forth on 
their way with new hope into a life of God-pleasing service. 
How much this gracious promise of Jesus must have been 
appreciated by those who actually accepted the invitation we 
may see from the example of Mary Magdalene, Zacchaeus, 
Mary and Martha of Bethany, and others. 

The promise of our Savior has lost none of its precious 
import. Down through the years that since have passed into 
eternity this friendly overture is still in effect for all who 
feel the grievous burden of sin. 

“T will give you rest.” This is what Jesus says to you 
to-day. He assures you, who truly repent and confess your 
sins, that your transgressions are pardoned. He assures you 
that you are fully reconciled to God. He wants you to know 
that neither, your conscience nor the Law nor the devil can 
condemn you. In Him, by coming to Him in faith, you 
shall find rest, real peace, and complete satisfaction. He 
makes no requirements, He lays down no demands. This 
rest, this spiritual good, which you sorely need, is yours 
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when you come to Him in humble faith. He offers this 
precious boon to you in the word of absolution spoken to you 
in Christ’s stead by the servant of the Word. And of all 
His pardoning, rest-giving grace He makes you certain in 
Holy Communion. In the sacred ordinance we shall celebrate 
to-day Jesus reminds you of His atoning death. Yes, He 
offers here the very means with which He procured pardon 
and peace; He gives us His holy body and His precious 
blood, along with the consecrated bread and wine, as pledges 
of our redemption. What a blessed means of grace! Friends, 
let no feeling of your unworthiness creep into your mind and 
cause you to doubt the Lord’s blessed assurance. Remember, 
He that spoke these words is not a mere man. He is the 
prophesied Redeemer. He has the authority to issue this in- 
vitation, and He possesses the qualities of merey and kind- 
ness to encourage us to come unto Him. 

Therefore heed this invitation. Sincerely repent of your 
sins, believingly accept the absolution, and rejoicingly par- 
take of the Holy Supper of the Lord. And when you leave 
this house of worship to-day, may you do so with this sen- 
timent : — 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“Come unto Me and rest; 

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
Thy head upon My breast.” 


I came to Jesus as I was, 
Weary and worn and sad; 

I found in Him a resting-place, 
And He has made me glad. 


Amen. 
Hammond, Ind. Water Licursinn. 
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Wherein Does True Worthiness Consist? 


WGoge 11,285.29. 

But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh 
unworthily eateth and drinketh damnation unto himself, not 
discerning the Lord’s body. 

It is your purpose to partake of the Lord’s Supper. What 
prompts you to come? Is it not that you might be strength- 
ened in the assurance that your sins are forgiven, that you 
are really a child of God and an heir to all the heavenly 
blessings of God in Christ Jesus? Is this not the Christian’s 
greatest desire? Nothing can bring the Christian greater 
joy and peace than the blessed assurance that his sins are all 
forgiven, that his heavenly Father is reconciled to him 
through Jesus Christ. Unless a communicant has this de- 
sire, he is not worthy to approach the Lord’s Table. The 
Apostle Paul, in our text, urges every communicant to par- 
take worthily of the Lord’s Supper and earnestly. warns 
against going unworthily and unprepared. Obserye carefully 
again the words of our text: “But let a man examine him- 
self, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup. 
For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily eateth and 
drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s 
body.” 

Wherein, Then, Does True Worthiness Consist? 
In this, — 

1. That you heartily repent of your sins; 

2. That you believe in Jesus Christ; 

3. That you sincerely and earnestly purpose, by the assis- 
tance of God the Holy Ghost, henceforth to amend 
your sinful life. 

A: 

How many remain away from the Lord’s Table because 
they feel that they are unworthy! But their understanding 
of worthiness is not a proper one. They are under the false 
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impression that a man, in order to be truly worthy, must 
have reached such a degree of perfection that he is not con- 
scious of sin, so that he can stand before God without being 
euilty of any grievous sins. But tell me, how many would 
be worthy to go to Communion if true worthiness consisted 
in being without sin? All men must confess with the 
prophet Isaiah: “We are all as an unclean thing, and all 
our righteousnesses are as filthy rags,” and with St. Paul: 
“T know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good 
thing.” Is it not a matter of serious concern to a Christian 
that he still finds in himself so much sin in thought, if not 
in word and deed? He knows that he daily sins much and 
deserves nothing but punishment. But is this consciousness 
of sin to keep him from partaking of the Lord’s body and 
blood? The Lord Jesus invites the sinner to come and par- 
take of His body and blood; for He instituted the Sacrament 
for sinners. True worthiness does not consist in being with- 
out sins, but in repenting over sin. The Christian realizes 
that he is a sinner, and he is sorry on account of his sins. 
An example of a penitent sinner we find in the Apostle Peter. 
When he denied his Savior, the look of Jesus brought him 
to a consciousness of his great guilt. What does he do? He 
goes out and weeps bitterly. In so doing he showed his 
sorrow, and by the grace of God he found the way to the 
favor of Jesus, against whom he had sinned. Do you realize 
that you are a sinner? Does the knowledge of this fact fill 
you with sincere sorrow? Do you desire to have the blessed 
assurance that your sins are forgiven? The purpose of 
St. Paul’s admonition, contained in our text, is to bring you 
to this confession and desire. 
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But true worthiness does not consist alone in sorrow on 
account of sins. A communicant may be sorry that he is 
a sinner and deplore his sins and yet remain an unworthy 
communicant and eat and drink damnation to himself. 
Judas Iscariot had grievously sinned against the Savior. 
After the betrayal of Jesus he realized the enormity of his 
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crime and sought to make restitution by going to the chief 
priests and elders in order to return the thirty pieces of silver 
for which he had agreed to betray his Master. But did he 
find that peace of mind and heart for which he was now 
seeking? Alas, he did not. Although he was very. sorry for 
what he had done and acknowledged that he had done wrong, 
saying, “I have sinned in that I have betrayed innocent 
blood,” he lacked that which alone can bring peace to the 
troubled sinner’s heart — faith in Christ Jesus. Had Judas 
but believed that Jesus, his Master, was the “Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world,” also his sins, as did 
Peter, he, too, would have found what he failed to find in his 
own efforts: the assurance of the forgiveness of sins. If you 
would be a worthy communicant, you must not only be sin- 
cerely sorry on account of your sins, but also believe that 
your sins are forgiven. Believe that in, under, and with the 
bread and wine you receive the true body and blood of Jesus 
Christ, “given and shed for you for the remission of sins.” 
Therefore examine yourselves, whether you have this faith in 
Jesus Christ. If so, come to the Lord’s Table and be assured 
of the blessed truth that you possess that which you believe, 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 
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If you would be a worthy communicant, there is still 
another question you must ask yourselves, — whether you 
sincerely and earnestly purpose, by the assistance of God the 
Holy Ghost, henceforth to amend your sinful life. We are 
not to understand by this that sincere sorrow on account of 
sin and faith in Jesus Christ are insufficient and that we 
must add to these our resolution to better our sinful lives in 
order to be truly worthy. No one can render himself worthy 
by his own preparation, thoughts, and works. It is true what 
we have learned in our Catechism: “But he is truly worthy 
and well prepared who has faith in these words, ‘Given and 
shed for you for the remission of sins.’” If it is not the 
earnest desire of a communicant to better his life, if he does 
not conscientiously strive to do so, he thereby shows that 
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he is not truly sorry on account of his sins and does not 
believe in Jesus Christ. If a person realizes that through 
a fault of his own he has brought upon himself sickness, and 
if he is cured of it, will he not in the future avoid that which 
caused the trouble? It is the nature of true repentance and 
faith to produce good works, just as it is the nature of a good 
fruit-tree to bring forth good fruit. If a communicant truly 
repents of his sins and believes in Jesus Christ, he will show 
this in his efforts to amend his sinful life. 

Therefore examine yourselves and come and receive the 
comfort and strength which your Savior has promised you 
in His Sacrament. May the Holy Spirit enable you thus 
properly to examine yourselves in order that you may par- 
take of your Lord’s body and blood to your salvation and 
not to your damnation, for Jesus’ sake! Amen. 


Conover, N. C. Gero. EK. MENNEN. 


Godly Sorrow over Sin. 


2 Cor. 7, 10. 

For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be 
repented of; but the sorrow of the world worketh death. 

To-day we stand on the threshold of the most sacred time 
of the church-year, the holy season of Lent. It is that part 
of the Christian calendar “which ought to develop in us a 
godly sorrow.” 

The proper observance of this sacred Lenten season does 
not consist in a mere round of ritualistic forms, in the prac- 
tise of self-denial, and in following a set number of religious 
rites, as some religionists would have us believe, but rather 
in special meditation upon Christ’s suffering and death, in 
fervent prayer, in Bible-reading, and in diligent attendance 
upon divine services—all of which leads to deep, heart- 
searching, and earnest repentance. 

Bible-reading Christians know that there is no better way 
to observe Lent than by meditating on Christ’s Passion, by 
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close examination of our heart and life, sincere repentance, 
faith in the Redeemer, and earnest efforts to amend our 
sinful lives. If we can honestly say that this is our heart’s 
desire, the coming Lenten season will not only be fraught 
with spiritual blessings, but we shall also be prepared for 
a blessed Lenten Communion. 

In the ritual frequently used in our confessional service 
the following sentence occurs: “This Sacrament is instituted 
for the special means to strengthen and comfort the troubled 
conscience of those who confess their sins and who hunger 
and thirst after righteousness.” In these words the chief 
characteristics are described of those who are welcome guests 
at the Lord’s Table. Observe that this Supper is not a ban- 
queting feast thrown open to the wide world without con- 
sideration of penitence or impenitence, but a Sacrament, 
especially prepared for those who are truly sorry for their sins. 

The Apostle Paul describes this true sorrow which pre- 
pares for a worthy participation of this heavenly feast when 
he says: “Godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not 
to be repented of.” 

The Bible distinctly states that repentance as a fruit of 
Christian faith is essential to salvation. Jesus declared: 
“Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” John the 
Baptist, the forerunner of our Savior, when preaching to the 
impenitent Pharisees and Sadducees, said: “Repent ye.” 
And Peter, on the Day of Pentecost, when exhorting the 
thousands in Jerusalem, said: ‘Repent and be baptized, 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the re- 
mission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.” Repentance is necessary to salvation. It is a pre- 
cious jewel of faith and therefore frequently imitated. 

The world is full of shams and imitations. Much of what 
looks like leather is only paper; metal that looks like gold is 
only brass; stones that look like sparkling diamonds are only 
glass. And thus it is with repentance. Much of what looks 
like true repentance is only sham. Because of the fact that 
repentance is such a precious fruit of faith it is often imi- 
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tated. This kind of sorrow is of a spurious and dangerous 
character; it does not prepare for a worthy reception of the 
blessed Sacrament, but is sinful and, as Paul says, “must 
be repented of.” 

Our preparatory service to-day is to aid in developing 
true repentance, to point out the sources of false sorrow, and 
to warn against false repentance. In one of our national 
parks there are many springs labeled in accordance with the 
nature of the water which they spout; some streamlets 
issuing forth from these springs are marked to indicate that 
they contain wholesome, refreshing waters, while others are 
designated as poisoned waters. Some have their sources in 
the waters flowing forth from geysers and containing ingre- 
dients which are destructive to the membranes of the human 
body; others come forth from pure springs containing sub- 
stances beneficial to the human body. Just so not all sorrow 
is beneficial to our souls. 

Away with the “sorrow of the world that worketh death”! 

A repentance which springs from fear of punishment, 
a fear without faith in a Savior, is like that of Cain, who 
said: “My sin is greater than I can bear.” This type of 
repentance is of a dangerous character. It resembles the sor- 
row of the apprehended criminal, who sits behind the bars 
regretting his waywardness, cursing the actions of the officers 
of the law who have caught him red-handed in his crime. 
He is sorry because he was arrested; but he experiences no 
true penitence, promoted by the realization of flagrant trans- 
gression of the civil and divine laws. This type of sorrow is 
unto death. 

Quite different was the sorrow of David as expressed in 
the cry: “My sin is ever before me.” The psalmist did not 
merely have a vision of the gravity of his adulterous life 
with Bathsheba, but, like the prodigal, he confessed: “TI have 
sinned against God.” David did not meditate so much upon 
the shame and disgrace he had brought upon the woman and 
himself as he did of the flagrant violation of the laws of 
a merciful. Father in heaven. David’s sorrow was a godly 
SOrrow. 
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These two examples illustrate the meaning of the words 
of Paul: “Godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation.” 
The one flows from a believing heart, trusting in a merciful 
Savior; the other comes forth from an unbelieving heart, 
expressing regrets for crime without a sense of personal 
guilt. The one is deadly sorrow, the other is a sorrow ben- 
eficial to the soul, a sorrow characteristic of a worthy com- 
municant. The one flows from the mind, the other from the 
heart. God grant that the Spirit of God may lead you to 
a repentance that needs not “to be repented of,” a sorrow 
that flows from a penitent, but believing heart! 

Some years ago I was called to the bedside of a very sick 
man in the Oriental Hotel in one of our metropolitan centers. 
He was one who had gone to uncommon lengths in sin, 
having deserted wife and children. After I had presented 
both the Law and the Gospel to him, this manifest sinner 
exclaimed: “If there is a door to heaven like the door of 
a dog’s kennel, I would prefer to enter in that way.” He was 
ashamed of his sinful life; he was of a humble and contrite 
spirit. He convalesced, within a few days was physically 
strong enough to travel, returned to his wife and children in 
Philadelphia, made a clean breast of his sins, begged pardon, 
and turned over a new leaf. Thus there opened a new chap- 
ter in his life. He consecrated himself to the service of the 
Master, living a righteous and honorable life. 

Like Paul, who hated sin, as is expressed in his exclama- 
tion in the seventh chapter of Romans: “O wretched man 
that I am, who will deliver me from the body of this death?” 
so all true Christians, at the beginning of the blessed Lenten 
season, will resolve to avoid all sinful pleasure and kneel at 
the cross, contritely praying : — ; 

Almighty God, before Thy throne 
Thy mourning people bend; 

’Tis on Thy saving grace alone 
Our failing hopes depend. 

Such repentance is also different in its results. An abhor- 
rence of sin will always follow true repentance. And this 
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is more than a mere intellectual apprehension of the evil 
nature within man. Such a person will not indulge in the 
condemnation of others, but only blames his evil self and 
avoids going back into the old sinful ways. Such penitents 
are assured absolute forgiveness through faith in Christ. 

The prodigal son is a beautiful illustration of how a 
Christian ought to come to the Lord’s Supper. He could 
truly say :— 

Nothing in my hands I bring. 
Simply to Thy cross I cling. 

In the wake of assured pardon follows permanent refor- 
mation. There is a vast difference between godly sorrow and 
the sorrow of the world. “The sorrow of the world worketh 
death,” but the sorrow of the Christian, which is a fruit of 
implicit faith, worketh salvation. 

The sorrow of Judas was a sorrow unto death; Peter’s 
sorrow wrought repentance to salvation. For the signifi- 
cance of this statement just look for one moment beyond the 
boundary of earthly existence. Behold the believing pen- 
itents in Abraham’s bosom, experiencing the joy of eternal 
felicity and bliss; the impenitent, like Dives, in hell, lifting 
up their voices and asking that some one be sent to them to 
dip the tip of his finger in water to cool their tongues because 
they suffer great pain in the flames of hell. God grant that 
you may escape this fate! Resolve to kneel at the Com- 
munion-table with a truly penitent heart, filled with godly 
sorrow, a sorrow that need not be repented of, and thus 
obtain the assurance of pardon and eternal happiness; “for 
where there is forgiveness of sin, there is also life and salva- 
tion.” Come, then, to receive the blessed Sacrament as a seal 
and a pledge of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 
Amen. 


St. Paul, Minn. F. L. Operscuutre. 
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Forgiveness of Sins. 
Ps. 32, 1—5. 

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not 
iniquity and in whose spirit there is no guile. When I kept 
silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long. 
For day and night Thy hand was heavy upon me; my moisture 
is turned into the drought of summer. Selah. JI acknowledged 
my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, 
I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and Thou for- 
gavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah. 

“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin 
is. covered.” This is not a human speculation, a poetic 
dream, or a flight of fancy, but a divine oracle, which cannot 
be disputed. David, the psalmist, spoke these words as the 
Spirit gave him utterance. David had experienced sin with 
its horrible corrupting influences and cursedness, but he had 
also tasted of the love and grace of God in the forgiveness 
of sin he had obtained, which brought peace and comfort to 
his troubled soul. He declares that person to be blessed 
indeed who has obtained peace with God through forgiveness 
of sins. 

Every true penitent longs for forgiveness. He seeks par- 
don from his heavenly Father, against whom he has sinned. 
He seeks rest, but finds it not until he finds forgiveness. The 
little needle in the compass trembles until it points to the 
magnetic pole, and the soul will be overwhelmed with rest- 
lessness until it rests in God through the blessed assurance 
of pardon. 3 

When we approach the Lord’s Table to partake of the 
body and blood of Christ, which was given and shed as a 
sacrifice and payment for human transgressions, though like 
the publican we may be ashamed to lift up our eyes unto 
God because of the humbling consciousness of our guilt, 
nevertheless the realization of the fact manifested in this 
sacred ordinance that there is forgiveness with God, makes 
our hearts leap for joy and give way to the exultant song’: 
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“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits; 
who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy 
diseases.” 

The Lord sets forth in our text 


The Forgiveness of Sins. 
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We may, in the first place, ask, Why is forgiveness such 
a great blessing, as our text assures us: “Blessed is he whose 
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered”? We can 
neither fully realize nor appreciate the blessedness of forgive- 
ness until we realize the cursedness of sin. “The wages of 
sin is death.” “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” “Cursed 
be he that confirmeth not all the words of this Law to do 
them.” Sin cannot dwell in the presence of the holy God. 
Behold, Satan, Lucifer, the son of the morning, once an 
angel of light, was cast out from the battlements of heaven 
because he had polluted himself with vain, ambitious, sinful 
thoughts. Sin separates the sinner from his God. Look at 
our first parents as they received orders from heaven to 
vacate Paradise. They were driven out at the point of a 
flaming sword to suffer and to eat their bread in the sweat 
of their brow. Look at Cain as he staggers out with bowed 
shoulders from the presence of God, branded for life as 
murderer. A sinner cannot remain in God’s presence; in- 
deed, he never will be admitted into His presence. Just as 
every crime committed is a crime against the government 
under which the criminal lives, so every sin is a sin against 
Almighty God, under whom the sinner lives and moves and 
has his being. Just one sin caused Adam and Eve to lose 
their innocence, and that one sin would have damned the 
whole human race forever were it not for the intervention 
of God’s love and mercy. 

Sin separates the sinner from God; forgiveness connects 
him again with his Lord. Forgiveness, therefore, is the 
greatest blessing that can possibly be bestowed upon any 
sinner. “For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also 


life and salvation.” The gate of forgiveness is the first gate 
we must pass through before we can receive any of the other 
spiritual blessings of God’s love in the eternal beyond. 


2. 

But how does God forgive sins? He forgives us our sins 
for Jesus’ sake. But how can He do this? Is He not a 
righteous and holy God, who hates sin and has told us in 
His Word: “The soul that sinneth, it shall die,” and: 
“Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this Law 
to do them”? Can His justice permit sin to go unpunished ? 

Ah, my friends, God has punished our sins! He did not 
punish us; for what punishment could we bear? We could 
not bear the penalty of our sins and live through it. But 
since God would save us and yet must punish sin, He placed 
them upon One who was able to bear them, who had the 
capacity to bear all the sins, from the first sin of Adam to 
the last sin that ever will pollute the creation of God. And 
this One was the specially made Sin-bearer, sent down from 
the Father in heaven to redeem the world. “All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of 
us all.” God laid on Christ all our sins. If they are on 
Christ, they are not on us and cannot condemn us. And 
what did Christ do with them? He bore them in His own 
body up to Mount Calvary and suffered death and the pangs 
of hell in our place as our Representative. God’s justice has 
been satisfied, His righteous wrath against sin has been 
appeased, and now He can, for the sake of the bitter suffer- 
ing and death of His beloved Son Jesus Christ, forgive us 
all our iniquities and pronounce us clean from all our sins. 
That is how God forgives sins. The Lord tells us that “the 
blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” 
We hear of different chemical solutions that will remove 
different kinds of stains in garments, but a remedy for the 
stains of sin has never been devised by man. “For though 
thou wash thee with niter and take thee much soap, yet thine 
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iniquity is marked before Me, saith the Lord God.” Jer. 2, 22. 
The only solution that will remove the stains of sin was 
devised in heaven. It is the blood of Jesus Christ. To as- 
sure us of this fact, Christ instituted the Lord’s Supper as 
a memorial feast to remind us in a visible manner that His 
body was given into death for our sins, that His blood was 
shed for the remission of our sins, and that with His stripes 
we are healed. 
By. 

Now, how may we obtain forgiveness? In other words, 
how must we appear at the Lord’s Table as worthy guests, 
in order that the Lord may be pleased with us and we may 
receive the benefits of the forgiveness procured? The Lord 
says: “Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth 
not iniquity and in whose spirit there is no guile.” What 
sort of person is he who has no guile? Is it a person who 
has no sin? No, a person who has no sin needs no forgive- 
ness. The person in whose spirit there is no guile is a person 
who does not pretend to be what he is not, but who is honest 
with himself and with his God, who does not try to cover or 
hide his sins by putting them out of his consciousness or by 
excusing them or shifting the blame for his transgressions 
upon others, but who, like the publican, pleads guilty and 
cries: “God be merciful to me, a sinner!” That is the 
person in whose spirit there is no guile; and he shall obtain 
the blessing of the Lord, namely, forgiveness of his sins. 

But let us be careful and not shield ourselves under the 
general term “sinner.” Almost every one is willing to con- 
fess that he is a sinner because everybody belongs to the 
sinner class; but not every one is willing to have any special 
charge brought home to his conscience, however true. ‘That 
is pride and not humility; that is not seeking thorough 
cleansing. “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper; but 
whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” 
Sins which we cover ourselves even most successfully as it 
appears are not put away. They are like the slumbering fires 
of the voleanoes, ready to burst forth at any moment in all 
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their terribleness. Only when God covers our sins, are they 
put away out of sight forever. He will also blot them out 
of His memory; for He says: “Their sins and iniquities 
will I remember no more.” 

David, at one time, tried to cover his sins by keeping 
silent, but he. did it to his own sorrow. He says in our text: 
“When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roar- 
ing all the day long. For day and night Thy hand was heavy 
upon me; my moisture is turned into the drought of 
summer.” But the moment he confessed his sins, back on 
the very echo of his liturgy of penitence came the blessed 
assurance of pardon. The moment he confessed, “I have 
sinned,” he received the assurance, “The Lord hath also put 
away thy sins.” Therefore, he could joyfully exclaim: 
“T said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, and 
Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.” 

Furthermore, the person in whose spirit there is no guile 
is a person who sincerely believes that the blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth us from all sins and that by trusting in 
the merits of Jesus Christ we shall be saved. True faith in 
the crucified Christ is an indispensable requisite for the 
reception of forgiveness; for “without faith it is impossible 
to please God.” 

Again, the person in whose spirit there is no guile is 
a person who does not merely lament for having sinned 
against divine love, but who pleads for spiritual strength to 
resist evil and not to repeat those sins for which he seek§ 
pardon. May God grant us such a guileless spirit! We ask 
it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


St. Louis, Mo. W. D. Perers. 
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Christ, the Never-Tiring Seeker of Souls. 


LUKE 22, 61. 62. 

And the Lord turned and looked upon Peter. And Peter 
remembered the word of the Lord, how He had said unto hin, 
Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny Me thrice. And Peter 
went out and wept bitterly. 

Tt is claimed that every piece of rope belonging to the 
British navy has a red cord running through the middle of 
the cable. Not a single inch can be purloined or stolen with- 
out danger of detection; for it is a very easy matter to prove 
that it was pilfered. Thus also runs a scarlet thread of 
prophecies through the entire Word of God, which duly 
impresses upon our minds that we who believe in Christ are 
the children of God and that no man can pluck us out of the 
hand of our Savior. Immediately after the Fall, God said 
to the Serpent: “I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman and between thy seed and her Seed; it shall bruise 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise His heel.” There in the 
Garden of Eden the scarlet thread had its beginning. It 
continued in the rainbow the covenant God made with Noah. 
The scarlet thread brightens in the promise given to Abra- 
ham and to his son Isaac. It glows in Jacob’s Ladder at 
Bethel. Jacob saw it, and Moses held it before the eyes of 
the Israelites during their forty-year pilgrimage. David 
burnished it with his songs; kings and judges of old were 
glad to behold it. And as a river finally empties its water 
in the ocean, so the scarlet cord of promise runs through 
Bethlehem, touches Nazareth, and finally reaches Calvary. 
And now the waters of the ocean carry it to all lands. What 
does it teach us? God’s ever-ready grace and mercy for the 
repentant fallen sinner. 

Thus also in our meditation to-day. Oh, what a won- 
derful text for our study! For it brings to our minds 


Christ, the Never-Tiring Seeker of Souls. 
Let us behold 


1. The Lost Sinner; 2, The Seeking Savior. 
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Peter was a persistent follower of the Master. Even when 
all the disciples fled in fear, Peter had enough courage to 
follow Him, although from a distance. Ile showed his love 
for Christ; but at the very blush of the dawn of possible per- 
secution he became an apostate, one who disowned his Savior. 

We are often admonished to follow Jesus. When Ash 
Wednesday opens the Lenten circle, we have people coming 
to services who during the rest of the year very seldom visit 
the house of God. Even worldly pleasures they disclaim as 
not befitting that season. Money otherwise expended for 
pleasure is put aside as a special offering at Eastertide. Now, 
the greatest number of these are sincere in their intentions, 
but, like Peter of old, they fail to remain steadfast when 
assailed by temptation and tribulation. 

Overestimating his own spiritual powers caused Peter to 
fall. “Though I should die with Thee, yet will I not deny 
Thee,” he boasted; but when a poor servant-maid simply 
stated the fact: “Thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth,” 
he denied his association with Him. Thus we are zealous in 
our vows, especially at the time of confirmation. We promise: 
I will suffer all, even death, rather than fall away; but when 
in the presence of unbelievers we are asked, Are you not one 
of His disciples? we lamely excuse our connection with Christ 
and His Church; we probably even deny Him altogether. 
Oh, what weak-kneed Christians! 

Overreliance on self leads us to go so far as to court 
temptation instead of avoiding it. Have you, my dear com- 
muniecant, denied your Savior in the past? Did you help 
press down the crown of thorns on His holy brow? Did you 
help scourge Him? Did you forsake Him on His way to 
Calvary? Listen: The Master has not forsaken you, He is 
still seeking you, the penitent. Let us now consider the 
seeking Savior. 

9 


“And the Lord turned and looked upon Peter.” Oh, what 
a gracious look that must have been! The Lord turned and 
looked. It was the Lord who looked upon Peter. This is 
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the only passage in the Lenten history where Jesus is called 
the Lord. Hence this look embraced the whole divine glory 
of Christ in that dark hour of humiliation. That look of 
compassion meant: I admonished you, I forewarned you, 
I prayed for you; will you not put aside all haughtiness and 
come back to the outstretched arms of your Savior? 

No limner in the world is able to paint the depth of that 
look of the Soul-seeker. It was a look of compassion which 
He gave the poor widow of Nain when He said to her: 
“Weep not.” It was a look of sympathy he extended to the 
magdalen when He raised His eyes, after having written in 
the sand. It was a look of expectation He bestowed upon 
Zacchaeus when He said: “To-day I must abide at thy 
house.” It was a look of desire to save her soul which He 
gave the heathen woman at Jacob’s Well, at Sychar, and 
a look of pity and grace with which He favored the male- 
factor on the cross; and it is a look of desire for the welfare 
of your soul that He is giving you to-day. When here upon 
this earth He healed all that were brought to him: the blind 
saw, the lame walked, the lepers were cleansed; even life 
was given back to the dead. Now He has ascended to the 
right hand of God the Father; now He is looking down upon 
the children of His Church and wishes them well; now He 
casts the seeking look upon all and says with the prophet 
of old: I will seek that which was lost and bring again that 
which was driven away. 

Oh, that that condescending look may reach the depth of 
our heart and bring repentance of our sins! And may we 
follow the example of Peter in our text: “And Peter went 
out and wept bitterly”! 

Let us, like the apostle, come to the recognition of our 
faults, our shortcomings, our sins, and then confess them 
with a contrite heart, with bitter tears. But remember, dear 
communicant: Tears are not always true. There may be 
repentance without tears and tears without repentanee. Peter 
was utterly sincere. His tears were the real expression of the 
grief and shame that wrung his heart. As the Savior turned 
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to him, so he now turned to the Savior, saying to himself, 
in effect, what the poet expressed thus: — 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone: 
Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

Peter again became the same faithful and affectionate 
disciple he had been before. Let us learn to-day what the 
Savior, in the Old Testament, said by the mouth of His 
prophet: “Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.” Let us to-day promise the seeking Savior: 
I will, with the help of God, stay away from all questionable 
company, from scoffers, and from such as deny the Lord. 
Let us beg the merciful God: “Create in me a clean heart, 
O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Cast me not 
away from Thy presence and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 
me,” and He who accepted the malefactor who could but say: 

Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling; 
who accepted contrite Peter and said: “Feed My sheep, feed 
My lambs,” will say to you: Be of good cheer, my son, my 
daughter, thy sins are forgiven thee. Then the suffering and 
atoning death of our Redeemer will not have been in vain, 
but you will be assured that you are once more His child, 
the fruit of His labor. Then come and as a seal for the 
forgiveness of your sins partake of His body and blood, 
saying : — 
Other refuge have I none, 
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee; 
Leave, ah, leave me not alone, 
Still support and comfort me! 
All my trust on Thee is stayed, 
All my help from Thee I bring; 
Cover my defenseless head 
- With the shadow of Thy wing. 


Amen. 
Little Rock, Ark. dk. HL. Poppe. 


Be ee 
“T Will Arise and Go to My Father.”’ 


LUKE 15, 18. 
Twill arise and go to my father. 

After having spent what his father had saved, after hav- 
ing brought shame upon the family name, the prodigal son 
was reduced to poverty and starvation. In the squandering 
of his fortune, in the absence of parental restraint, in fleeing 
home duties and responsibilities and obligations, he had 
sought happiness, and he found hell. 

Friendless and homeless, tempted to share the fare of 
swine, the wandering son comes to himself, and he s 
within himself, “I will arise and go to my father.” 


ays 


All of God’s children are prodigals in some degree and 
to some extent. Some go deeper into the far country than 
others, but all sin and disobey at times; and your presence 
in God’s house at this confessional hour reveals that you 
feel and know that you have wandered from Him and desire 
to return, longing for the assurance of forgiveness. 


“T will arise and go to my Father.” 


T, poor, helpless, weak, wandering, wayward, disobedient, 
sinful being that I am, I will arise and go to my Father. 
I am powerless to cleanse myself. Friends can ayail me 
nothing. I am suffering spiritual want and privation, and 
no man can give unto me. 

I will arise out of my sin, I will leave this far country, 
I will cease my sinning, I will break with evil companions 
and associates, and I will go. 

Whither shall I go? Deeper and deeper into the far 
country of disobedience, wickedness, transgression, and sin ? 
Out into the dark night of despair, searching for a low- 
hanging branch and taking with me the rope? No, no! 
I will go to my Father — back to Him from whom I have 
wandered; back to Him who made me a child of His; back 
to Him whose talents and gifts I have squandered, whose 
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love I have abused, whose restraining hand I have evaded 
and ignored. Back to my Father! 

He will understand. He will welcome, pardon, cleanse, 
relieve. 

I will make no excuses. I will not shift the responsibility. 

I will blame neither his laxness nor his severity. I will not 
blame the wicked world. I will not blame those pharisaical 
stumbling-blocks. I had no right to walk in the counsels of 
the ungodly, to stand in the way of sinners, to sit in the seat 
of the scornful. I have sinned. In this hour we say with 
the prodigal: “Father, I have sinned against Thee and am 
no more worthy to be called Thy son.” 
_ When we doubt, we sin. When we neglect our souls and 
God’s house and the Savior’s cause and things spiritual, we 
sin. When we disobey the Ten Commandments, when we try 
to serve God and the flesh and the world, we sin. When we 
are selfish and complaining and unkind and harsh and im- 
patient, we sin. And by our sinning we have sacrificed the 
right to be called the sons and daughters of God. 

With that confession in his heart the wayward lad wends 
his weary way homeward. His clothes in tatters, unkempt, 
emaciated, broken in spirit, what will his father say? Will 
he make room for him among the servants? How differently 
he trod this way before! Well-groomed, in high spirits, the 
proud possessor of his patrimony, the world before him, he 
had set out seeking happiness. How deep the remorse, how 
keenly he felt the disgrace, how broken in spirit only he 
knows who has traveled a similar path. What true child of 
God has not tasted of that cup? 

As the son nears home, familiar scenes call to mind better 
days. Faint at heart and weary of foot he plods on. Sud- 
denly looking up, he sees in the distance a man hastening 
toward him. The figure seems familiar; yes, there is no 
mistaking who it is. The heart beats faster, for the father 
of the wayward son is coming to meet him. What kind of 
greeting will it be? “While he was yet a great way off, his 
father saw him, he had compassion and ran and fell on his 
neck and kissed him.” Oh, what a reception! He pours out 
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his confession: “Father, I have sinned against Heaven and 
before thee and am no more worthy to be called thy son.” 
There is no need of adding: “Make me as one of thy hired 
servants”; he had received a son’s welcome home. You 
know the rest of the story. The best robe was not too good. 
Tt was a fitting occasion to slay the fatted calf. 
This, beloved, is a very vivid and human presentation, 

a graphic, touching illustration, of the love which the divine 
Father showers upon His returning prodigal sons and 
daughters, upon the penitent, sin-laden, broken-hearted com- 
municant. You come to him sin-stained and clothed in the 
rags of your own righteousness, and He orders for you the 
robe of Christ’s blood and righteousness. He feeds your 
famished and starved soul with the water and the bread of 
life and in this hour with the body and blood of your Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. No returning penitent sinner was 
ever rejected by the Father in heaven. The reason why sons 
and daughters of God are lost is not because an outraged God 
will not forgive, but because so many do not come to their 
senses and do not return to the Father and seek forgiveness. 
No penitent prodigal ever poured out his confession in vain. 
“Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” 

Sinners, turn; why will ye die? 

God, your Maker, asks you, Why? 

God, who did your being give, 

Made you with Himself to live. 


Sinners, turn; why will ye die? 
God, your Savior, asks you, Why? 
He, who did your souls retrieve, 
Died Himself that you might live. 
Know that 

To-day the gate is open, 

And all who enter in 

Shall find a Father's weleome, 

And pardon for their sin. 

The past shall be forgotten, 

A present joy be given, 

A future grace be promised, 

A glorious crown in heaven, 
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We can well imagine that the returning prodigal, after 
such a glorious, unexpected, and undeserved reception, served 
his good and kind father with greater filial love and devotion 
than ever before. Henceforth there was willing obedience, 
unselfish sacrifice, ready response to every obligation and 
duty. 

And now you have come to the Father, and despite your 
sins He has not turned you away. Undeserving though you 
are, He receives you as a son, as a daughter. What about 
the future? As you leave His altar this day, will you not 
sincerely and earnestly purpose that hereafter there will be 
no more wandering, no more indifference to the filial duties 
and obligations which you owe your great God and forgiving 
Father? As you go forth from His house to-day to mingle 
again with the children of men, may you do so with a pro- 
found sense of the debt of gratitude that you owe your 
Father in heaven. Having come back to the Father, stay 
close to Him. There is no happiness apart from God; no joy 
and contentment in shirking one’s Christian duty; no peace 
in trying to throw off the restraining hand of a loving Father. 
Resolve therefore to live a life of greater devotion and loyalty 
to Him, as it becometh a child of God. Amen. 


Baltimore, Md. Rupoupeu S. RESSMEYER. 


Ww Christ is the Christian’s Hiding-Place. 


IRIS Pay Tle 

Thou art my Hiding-place; Thou shalt preserve me from 
trouble; Thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. 
Selah. 

There are two things which greet us anew every morning, 
sin and the unfailing grace of God. These two things step 
nigh to the Christian with the rising of every sun and 
accompany him to his couch every evening. Although the 
Christian knows that through Christ his sins are forgiven, 
yet he continually carries the remembrance of past sins with 
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him, and since he is still in the flesh, he daily continues to 
sin. Ever anew does he feel the darts of his accusing con- 
science, and ever anew does he seek forgiveness. But the 
wonderful thing in the life of the Christian is that he knows 
where to find peace for his conscience, where to seek salva- 
tion. He knows where to find a hiding-place, where he is 
delivered from all troubles and where he can sing his song 
of deliverance. Who this hiding-place is you all know or 
should know. But let me freshen your memories to-day 
before you approach the Communion Table. As you again 
confess your sins and seek forgiveness, let me point out 
to you: — 


Christ Is the Christian’s Hiding-Place. 


1. Though his sins and Satan should assail the Christian, 
2. Jesus Christ is the Hiding-place, where he is preserved 
from all trouble. 
1 

The words of our text are taken from a psalm of David. 
This man after the heart of God had committed sin, a 
heinous sin. He had become an adulterer, a murderer, and 
a hypocrite. He had made Israel to be a hissing and a by- 
word among the heathen. And for a time David remained 
impenitent. He had endeavored to hide his sin, to cover it. 
And he had vainly imagined that by hiding his sin before 
men he could hide it before God. 

But David’s conscience gave him no rest. It would not 
be silenced. It would not give him rest until he had acknowl- 
edged his transgression and confessed his sin. And then 
his iniquity was forgiven him. Then the hand that had 
lain heavily upon him day and night was removed. Then 
the drought of summer which had parched his soul was 
broken, and his heart was refreshed with heavenly moisture, 
with the words: “The Lord hath put away thy sin.” 

But moments came when the memory of the deeds he had 
committed awakened anew, and fear gripped his heart. Satan 
assailed him and would have him doubt the forgiveness of 
God and tempt him to despair of the grace of God. And the 


sins which he daily committed, unwittingly perhaps, added 
to the horror of his soul. diye 

A Christian, my friends, continually feels his. sins,..even 
as David did. He knows that God has forgiven his.‘sing, 
that the damning hand of God has been removed. from: him. 
But moments come when the sins of his past life become 
alive again. He lives them over. In the still watches of the 
night, when sleep forsakes his pillow, in the hours when .he 
delves in the storehouse of the past, the sins of: his youth, 
sins which he wilfully committed and which, perhaps; he 
had endeavored to conceal for a while, parade before his 
mind, accusing and damning him. The sweat of fear breaks 
out upon him. Satan with his doubts -assails him:. Do you 
think God will forgive a person such as you are? And 
Seripture-passages which rack his soul heighten: the terror 
of his soul. These words are called to his mind: “Cursed 
be he that confirmeth not all the words of this Law to do 
them!” Or he hears the words: “To him that knoweth to 
do good and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” He sees nothing 
but sin in himself, nothing but sin in his life from his youth, 
and he cries out in anguish:, “Enter not into judgment 
with Thy servant; for in Thy sight shall no man living be 
justified.” And then the sins which he daily commits come 
trooping and augment his sense of guilt and the fear of 
Judgment. Like an all-engulfing wave the sins of his whole 
life threaten to overwhelm him. With Ezra he laments that 
his iniquities are increased over his head and his trespasses 
grown up into the heavens. It is at such times that the 
Christian sees no help and knows not where to hide himself. 
Where should he go? . How should he calm his heart? He 
deems himself lost forever. 

2. 

“But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” 
O the comfort expressed in these words of St. Paul! God 
will not allow His Christians to perish and despair. Though 
the old Evil Foe labored hard to fell David, his work was in 
vain. David did not despair, for the word of his Lord helped 


Confessional Addresses, 7 


ee ee 


him to victory. David knew where to find a hiding-place 
where he would be preserved from trouble. “Thou art my 
Hiding-place,” says he to the Lord; “Thou canst preserve 
me from trouble.” And why does he speak thus? Because 
he knew that what the Messiah promised Israel was promised 
him also. What wonderful promises of Him does David pen 
in the sacred psalms! And in the merits of this coming 
Savior does David seek his hiding-place. There does he find 
surcease from trouble, from his sins, from fear of hell, and 
from despair. 

The Christian, my friends, knows that the Messiah who 
was promised Israel came to save the world from the curse 
of God. John the Baptist cries out: “Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world!” And so the 
Christian knows that the Savior came likewise for his sake. 
And it is in the wounds of this Jesus of Nazareth that the 
Christian finds the hiding-place where he is secure from all 
trouble, from pangs of conscience, from doubt and despair. 
His prayer is: — 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee! 

How necessary such a hiding-place is, where a person can 
flee whenever assailed by his spiritual foes, only the Chris- 
tian knows. He knows that he daily needs strengthening 
of his faith in the forgiveness of his sins. And whenever 
the assaults of Satan and his conscience make him weak, he 
remembers his Hiding-place and flees to it. He knows that 
Christ is a very present Help in time of trouble, and in His 
arms he is safe, for: — 

On Him almighty vengeance fell, 
Which must have sunk a world to hell. 
He bore it for a sinful race 

And thus became our Hiding-place. 

And now Christ has given the Christians an especial seal 
of their forgiveness. In the Holy Supper He gives them the 
same body and the same blood with which He won forgive- 
ness for them on the cross, so that the Christians are made 
certain of their forgiveness. He is truly an abiding Hiding- 
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place, where we are forever secure from trouble and from 
fear of Judgment. Undaunted, the Christian can say :— 
Should sevenfold storms of thunder roll 
And shake this globe from pole to pole, 
No thunderbolt shall daunt my face, 
For Jesus is my Hiding-place. 

And knowing this, can Christians do otherwise than break 
forth into songs of praise for the victory given them in 
Christ Jesus? David says that God has compassed him 
about with songs of deliverance. Dear friends, join in with 
heart and hands and voices. Rededicate yourselves to Him 
who by His suffering and death has gained this blessing for 
you, that the floods of great waters must not come nigh unto 
you, that you will not perish at the sight of the judging eye 
of God. Thank the Lord with all your hearts for the Hiding- 
place He has prepared for you and with songs of deliverance 
praise His holy name. Amen. 

Sabin, Minn. P. ScuumM. 


Joshua Before the Tribunal of God. 


ZECH. 3, 3. 4. 

Now, Joshua was clothed with filthy garments and stood 
before the Angel. And He answered and spake unto those that 
stood before Him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from 
him. And unto him He said, Behold, I have caused thine in- 
iquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change 
of raiment. ‘ 

The prophet Zechariah is permitted to witness a trial in 
the Court of courts. In a vision he beholds before the bar of 
Divine Justice a man who occupied an exalted and respon- 
sible position in God’s Zion on earth. The Judge is the Son 
of Man. The accuser, who has taken his position at the right 
hand of the defendant, is Satan. And although the Judge 
rebukes Satan for daring to appear against one for whose 
guilt He Himself was responsible, yet the accusations stand 
sustained, Satan’s charges being corroborated by two wit- 
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nesses, the Law of God and the conscience of the accused. 
The defendant is found guilty, but, strangely enough, sen- 
tence is not pronounced. The man is acquitted. And he 
whose trial has such a happy ending for himself is Joshua, 
the first high priest of God’s people after their return from 
captivity in Babylon. 

Beloved, we are gathered for confession. We are now, 
as it were, standing before the tribunal of Heaven. God 
grant that we may see ourselves as we are and as He sees us! 
To this end let us now consider : — 


Joshua Before the Tribunal of God. 
We shall behold him 


1. In his guilt, 2. In his penitence, 3. In his acquittal. 


il 

“Now, Joshua was clothed with filthy garments.” These 
words of the text establish Joshua’s guilt, but do not name 
the particular charges which Satan preferred against him. 
Nor are we told the number and gravity of the man’s trans- 
gressions. This we do know, however, that his “iniquity” 
was not of such a nature as to make him unfit for the priest- 
hood. Developments recorded later in the chapter from 
which our text is taken show that Joshua was permitted to 
continue in his office. 

According to history, Joshua was born and reared in 
Babylon among the Gentiles. Certainly he was not always 
as careful as he might have been in his intercourse with this 
idolatrous people. The fact that his sons married Gentile 
women, which was strictly contrary to the divine Law, seems 
to indicate spiritual indifference and a lack of training, 
admonition, and watchfulness on the part of the parent. 
Perhaps Joshua thought: When in Babylon, do as the Baby- 
lonians do, at least to the extent of avoiding unpleasantries. 
Thus he became a partaker of the heathens’ sins and almost 
a participant in their perdition. The words of the Angel of 
the Lord concerning him: “Is not this a brand plucked out 
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of the fire?’ show how narrow was his escape. Indeed, 
Joshua, in his personal conduct, was far from being perfect. 

Nor was the performance of his duties as high priest all 
that might have been expected of him. Holding the position 
he did, Joshua, above all other men, should have been “fer- 
vent in spirit, serving the Lord, rejoicing in hope, patient 
in tribulation, continuing instant in prayer.” But he had 
come short of all these godly virtues and failed fully to meet 
all the obligations of the priesthood. True, Joshua also had 
good works, righteousnesses of his own, to his credit; but in 
God’s sight even these were as filthy rags. Joshua was 
elothed with filthy garments. 

How about us, my dear friends? We, too, are on trial 
before the Supreme Judge.. And Satan is there on our right 
side to “resist” us, that is, fo accuse us. Has he any valid 
charges against us? Will the Law and our conscience sup- 
port him in his accusations? Will the divine Judge recog- 
nize and sustain them? 

Indeed, we are guilty. The Bible contains this sweeping 
statement: “There is not a just man on earth, that doeth 
good and sinneth not.” Eccl. 7,20. There are many similar 
declarations in Holy Writ. 

But let us be more specific. You are a Christian, my 
friend. You are living in the world. As a Christian you are 
to be the salt of the earth. You are to shine as a, light in the 
darkness of this world. Can people see that you are what 
you profess to be when they observe your every-day life? 
Or are you ashamed and afraid to show your colors? Do you 
confess Christ before men in word and deed? Are you a liv- 
ing example of Christian virtues and godliness? Or do you 
hide your light under a bushel in order to escape the ridicule 
of men? Do you howl with the wolves when you happen to 
be among them ? 

You are a father or a mother. God has blessed your 
home with children. Ask yourself: Have I always been 
a parent to my children and not merely a parent of them? 
Have I never provoked them unto wrath? Is it my constant 
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aim to bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord? Is the welfare of their soul as important to me as the 
health of their body? Am I always unto my children an 
example of righteousness ? 

Or you are a son, a daughter. What is your attitude 
towards your parents? Are you rendering unto them as you 
ought honor and obedience? Do you respect the dignity and 
authority which they hold as God’s representatives in the 
home? 

Again, you are members of the Christian Church. <As 
such you belong to God’s royal priesthood. As priests you 
have duties similar to those of Joshua. You are to look 
after your own soul and after the souls of others. God’s 
Word and Sacraments, do you appreciate them? Are they 
your heart’s delight? Your congregation, has it your whole- 
hearted support? Are you praying for it, fervently, inces- 
santly; also for those whom it has ealled to labor in its 
interest? Are you giving of your substance cheerfully and 
according to ability in order that its work may go on and 
flourish? Are you taking a lively interest in your Synod 
and its great and glorious task of spreading abroad the 
Gospel of grace and salvation? Examine yourselves care- 
fully, and you will find that you, too, are far from being 
perfect in all these matters so vital to your own welfare and 
to the growth of the Chureh of Christ, so that, like Joshua, 
you are clothed with filthy garments. 

Do not deny your guilt, my friends; but remember also 
that these our filthy garments, which the holy God abhors, 
are sufficient to exclude us forever from the wedding-feast 
of the Lamb, that is, the joys of heaven, and that repentance 
is required of us before we can be admitted there. 


2. 


Joshua was penitent. The text shows that he received 
mercy at the hands of the Judge, and that, the Bible tells us, 
demands contrition and faith on the part of the recipient. 

When Joshua was accused by Satan, he said nothing in 
his defense. Did he not realize that the devil, being respon- 
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sible for sins, had no right to appear against him? Indeed! 
But he does not urge that as a mitigating circumstance in 
his own behalf. He knew that he, too, and not Satan alone, 
was at fault for his transgressions. He felt that he might 
have made better use of the weapons that God had given 
him against the Wicked One and his wiles, namely, the 
shield of faith and the Sword of the Spirit. He realized full 
well that he had not always been sober and vigilant. He is 
guilty, and he is painfully aware of it. His conscience 
smites him severely. See him standing before the tribunal 
of God, broken in spirit and with a contrite heart. Like the 
publican in the Temple he does not so much as raise his 
eyes to Him who occupies the seat of judgment. Truly, the 
humility that is evident in his whole demeanor bears mute, 
but clear and forceful evidence to the contrition of his heart. 
The fact that the Judge recognizes it, and intercedes for 
Joshua because of it, proves it genuine. 

Behold, friends, a picture of myself and you as it ought 
to be — standing before God, convicted of sins grave enough 
to destroy us eternally, but sorrowful because of them, bowed 
in humble contrition, asking only for merey; the Judge 
assuming the réle of Advocate for us, taking our part against 
the accusers, Satan, the Law, and our own conscience, and 
pleading for us before the Throne of Mercy. Penitent 
Joshua! May it also be penitent you and I! 


3. 

Joshua is convicted, but he is not sentenced. We read in 
the text: “And he answered and spake unto them that stood 
before Him, saying: Take away the filthy garments from 
him.” Here the Lord calls upon His holy angels to disrobe 
Joshua, to remove from him the garment of his iniquity. 
Gladly they obey. Are we not told in the parable of the lost 
piece of silver that there is joy in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner that repenteth? Had not Joshua 
repented? Should the angels refuse to do what brings 
them joy ? 
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Then the Judge turns to the guilty one and says to him: 
“Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and 
I will clothe thee with change of raiment.” Thus He jus- 
tifies penitent Joshua, cleanses him from his sins, and casts 
about his shoulders the mantle of salvation, the spotless robe 
of His own righteousness. Behold, Joshua the sinner is now 
Joshua the saint! See him who had just bowed his head in 
shame now lift up his eyes to the Throne of Mercy in grati- 
tude and devotion and ecstasy! And he owes it all to Christ. 
Notice the emphasis on the pronoun “I” in the words of the 
Savior: “J have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and 
TI will clothe thee with change of raiment.” 

Beloved, Jesus Christ is the same to-day that He was 
yesterday and will be to-morrow. He has mercy also for us. 
His ‘righteousness, merited on ‘the cross of Calvary, is suffi- 
cient to cover all our sins. Only let us penitently seek it. 
We are like Joshua standing before’ the tribunal of God, 
tainted with many a sin. If like Joshua we repent, we shall 
like him be acquitted and forgiven. 

Rejoice, ‘then, dear communicants. In the absolution 
which is‘shortly to be pronounced Christ sends His mes- 
senger to take from you, as it were, the spotted garment of 
your iniquity and of your own righteousnesses and to clothe 
you instead with the white robe of His own merits. In Holy 
Communion, the Sacrament that shall be administered unto 
you later, He seals unto you the assurance that you are 
indeed redeemed and justified. Therefore: — 

Come, ye guilty souls oppressed, 
Answer to the Savior’s eall: 
“Come, and I will give you rest; 
Come, and I will save you all.” 
Amen. 
Stewardson, II]. C. T. Sprrz. 
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‘‘Show unto My People Their 
Transgressions.”’ 


INS helatepci ls 

Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and 
show, My people their transgressions and the house of Jacob 
their sins. 

You are gathered in solemn service preparatory to com- 
muning. This service with its peculiar hymns and its ad- 
dress, with its confession of sins and absolution, is to be 
helpful to you in the very important matter of a salutary 
eating and drinking at the Lord’s Table. 

Especially do you in this hour look to your pastor, a 
steward of the mysteries of God, an administrator, by virtue 
of his calling, of the spiritual gifts and blessings bequeathed 
to you in the new testament of Christ’s blood, the Sacrament 
of the Altar, — to him you are looking for assistance in your 
preparations. You know that Holy Communion is a means 
of grace for sinners, but for such sinners only as acknowledge 
their sins and repent of them. You know furthermore that 
it is your pastor’s duty to open your eyes to your transgres- 
sions and their direful consequences. You expect your pastor 
to perform his duty. 

What you desire of me I, imploring the Holy Spirit for 
guidance, shall now endeavor to do. Give, then, your_prayer- 
ful and devout attention while we consider the charge given 
to Isaiah and all ministers: — 


“Show unto My People Their Transgressions.”’ 


LE 

Our text reads: “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice 
like a trumpet, and show My people their transgressions and 
the house of Jacob their sins.” 

The “High and Lofty One, whose name is Holy,” as God 
had just described Himself, thus addresses Himself to the 
prophet Isaiah and gives him a task of no mean caliber, one 
requiring in its execution more than ordinary, that is, 
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human, qualifications and fortitude. He is to uncover the 
sins of the house of Jacob, a proud people. In unmistakable 
language, without fear or favor, and with a mighty voice, 
Tsaiah is to reveal unto God’s people their transgressions. 

“Show unto My people their transgressions,” says the 
Lord. Behold, God has a people whom He ealls His own. 
What an honor to be so named! God’s people at this time 
was the “house of Jacob,” that is, the descendants of that 
patriarch. For this people God had done marvelous things. 
Unto them He gave the promises concerning the Messiah, the 
divine Savior of men. Indeed, out of the midst of this 
people, according to the flesh, Christ should arise. They 
should be the first to embrace the world’s Redeemer in faith 
and, believing, be saved and sanctified. Through them the 
saving truth should find its way also to the Gentiles. And all 
this is but a small part of the mercies of God which His 
people experienced. How highly God had favored them! 
Verily, the Lord spoke the truth when He said, comparing 
the house of Jacob to a vineyard: “What could have been 
done more to My vineyard that I have not done in it?” 
Ts. 5, 4.’ 

It is not surprising that God expected grapes from a vine- 
yard so blessed. We all feel that glorious fruits of gratitude 
should have been His reward. But instead there were many 
disappointments. At the time of Isaiah conditions were 
exceptionally bad. Grievous sins were interrupting the 


otherwise free and cordial intercourse of intimate kinship 
between God and His children, to the extent that the Father’s 
communications to them remained unheeded and their peti- 
tions to Him therefore unheard. Is. 59, 2. 

Thus we see that even God's people are.not free from sin. 
They may not all and always be guilty in the same measure, 
but all of them are always guilty. At times not only one or 
a few, but most of them may be exceedingly culpable. Such 
was the case when God sent Isaiah to the house of Jacob. 
Although, as the Lord Himself says in the words imme- 
diately following our text, His people sought Him daily and 
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delighted to know His ways, their religion at this time was 
a matter almost entirely of the lips. Most, if not all, of them 
were tainted with hypocrisy. Their devotion to God, their 
service of Him, was to a large extent only a pretense. One 
cannot study the chapter from which our text is taken with- 
out coming to these conclusions. The lack of charity which 
was to be observed among them, if nothing else, testifies 
mightily to the deplorable condition of their hearts. The 
oppressed among them, in spite of the people’s show of devo- 
tion to God, remained oppressed; the hungry, unfed; the 
homeless, unsheltered; the naked, unclothed; and all this 
contrary to the Law of God, which the people pretended to 
respect and uphold. To top it all, there was noticeable an 
attitude of rebellion against God on the part of His people. 
They boasted of their works and challenged God to ignore 
them. They berated Him for withholding from them His 
favor when they, as they believed, deserved special privileges. 
Truly, the house of Jacob, the people of God, had fallen 
deeply at this time! 

“Show My people their transgressions,” says the Lord. 
If the house of Jacob is to be shown its sins, it must not have 
known them. In charity to God’s people let us assume that 
they were ignorant of the number and gravity of their 
wrong-doings. We have reasons for doing so. We are told 
that their pastors betrayed them. Their watchmen were 
blind, ignorant, like dumb dogs that cannot bark. Is. 56, 10. 
Loving ease and bent on accumulating’ weath, these hirelings 
refrained from preaching the Law. In order not to antag- 
onize the people, they were silent concerning sins. 

This, of course, did not absolve God’s people, nor could 
they hope on that account to escape God’s wrath. Their sins, 
although not held up to them by their pastors, were real sins. 
There they stood, separating between them and their heavenly 
Father. Is. 59,2. Hell was yawning to receive those who 
considered themselves the people of God. 

The people must be told. They dare not be left in the 
dark. To do so would be to destroy them. And God is in 
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earnest about it. The grouping of imperatives, “Cry aloud, 
spare not, lift up thy voice,” the simile of the trumpet, an 
instrument which gives no uncertain sound, the fact that 
Tsaiah is told to “spare not,” neither himself nor the 
people, — these features of the text alone, to say nothing of 
the actual charge, “Show My people their transgressions and 
the house of Jacob their sins,” teach us how seriously was 
imperiled at this time the salvation of God’s people. Truly, 
there was need of enlightenment on that score at this time. 

And there is need of it to-day. You, my friends, through 
faith in Christ Jesus, are members of the holy Christian 
Church; you are God’s people of the New Testament. God 
Himself has chosen you. He has called you unto Himself 
by the Gospel. He has done so in order that in you and 
through you His glory may be revealed. Thus God has 
honored and favored you above many others. 

This, however, does not say that you are without sin. 
Indeed not. Although you are regenerated, the old flesh, ‘in 
which dwelleth no good thing,” clings to you still. There is 
within you a striving of the flesh against the Spirit and of 
the Spirit against the flesh, in which the Spirit is not always 
the victor. Satan and the world are still tempting you, and 
you do not always resist. Your heart still gives birth to all 
manner of sinful things. Great, therefore, is the number and 
destructive the nature of your trespasses. 

And God wants you to know this. In His Word He 
reveals your sins to you. But He also says to me: “Show 
My people their transgressions.”’ Let me, then, help you to 
examine yourself. . Remember that God says to you: “Ye 
shall be holy; for I, the Lord, your God, am holy.” Now 
take all your desires, thoughts, words, and deeds and hold 
them up against the snow-white background of God’s holi- 
ness as it is reflected in the Ten Commandments. What do 
you see? Are not all of them dark in comparison and many 
of them black as the night? Be honest with yourself. Your 
loyalty to God, your love of Him, the service you are giving 
Him, your devotion to Him, your prayers and praises, your 
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attendance upon His holy ordinances, your deeds of char- 
ity, — all things of which you boast, perhaps, and which in 
themselves seem good and praiseworthy, things for which 
men laud you, take them, examine them carefully in the 
brilliant light of God’s perfection, and what will you find? 
Ah, they are utterly unsightly, all like filthy rags! 

Again, the sins of the house of Jacob at Isaiah’s time, 
do they not also cling in greater or less measure to you? 
Have you never experienced a feeling of pride because of 
your goodness? Have you never expected, if not asked, 
special favors from God because of your service of Him? 
Have you never contended with God because you, a Chris- 
tian, have less of this world’s goods than many an ungodly 
neighbor? Has the misery of your needy fellow-men never 
appealed to you in vain? Be frank with yourself. God 
wants you to know your sins. 


4 

And aware of your sins, what then? Why does God go to 
such lengths as indicated in the text to convince His people 
of their wrong-doings? Is it His object to drive them to 
despair, as Cain and Judas Iscariot despaired when the 
conviction of the greatness of their guilt dawned upon them ? 

The answer to these questions, although not expressed in 
the text in so many words, is there nevertheless. It is there 
by implication. We read it between the lines. And this is 
what it says: “Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked 
should die? saith the Lord God, and not that he should 
return from his ways and live?” Ezek. 8, 23. 

Our text does not contain all of God’s instructions to 
Isaiah. There are many others. Read the Book of Isaiah 
and learn. Before you progress very far, if you start in the 
beginning, you will find that God Himself, before He gave 
any directions to His prophet, invited His people, saying: 
“Come now and let us reason together: Though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” Is.1,18. And 
in the 59th chapter of his book, verse 20, we read these 
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comforting words: “And the Redeemer shall come to Zion 
and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith 
the Lord.” 

Do we need any more proofs, beloved, that God’s thoughts 
toward His people are thoughts of peace and not of evil? 
Ts it not as clear as day that God seeks the sinner’s repen- 
tance unto salvation? Thus in our text. God knows that 
His children, when apprised of their iniquity, of the number 
and severity of their sins, and of the extent to which they 
grieve Him who spared not His only Son, but delivered Him 
up for them, will repent. He knows that, like the publican 
in the Temple, they will by His grace smite their breast, and 
from out of the depths of a broken and contrite heart will 
issue forth the cry: “God be merciful unto me, a sinner!” 

Dear fellow-Christians, you are sinners. God has charged 
me to tell you so in order that you may repent of your trans- 
gressions. Repent, then, and receive forgiveness at the hands 
of your merciful Father for the sake of the crucified Christ. 
Here in the Sacrament He who has made the remission of 
sins possible by His innocent suffering and death on the 
cross of Calvary offers you the body He gave and the blood 
He shed for you there in order that every shadow of doubt 
you may have with respect to the forgiveness of your sins 
may vanish from your heart. Praise God for such grace and 
then go forth with a humble and grateful heart to live hence- 
forth unto Him, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Stewardson, Ill. C. T. Sprrz. 


A Plea for God’s Mercy. 


Bsr nos 
Hide Thy face from my sins and blot out all mine iniquities. 
Subsequent to his grievous transgressions David indited 
the words of our text. The Lord had sent Nathan, the 
prophet, to reveal the awfulness of the king’s sin and shame. 
The cloak of respectability had been torn from David; he 
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stood convicted of murder and adultery; yea, by the words 
of his own mouth he had pronounced sentence upon himself 
as one who deserved the extreme penalty that the law might 
inflict. 

Here we see a king, the ruler of his country, arraigned 
before the tribunal of God’s justice and found wanting. 
A chosen vessel of God, from whose loins the very Messiah 
is to spring, yet here presented in the depths of iniquity. 
Called by God to preserve the promise of the coming Savior 
in the hearts of the chosen race, yet here revealed standing 
in the bitterness of the wilderness of sin into which his lust 
had led him. As the words of the indictment, “Thou art 
the man!” are seared into his heart, the scales drop from 
his eyes. Confronted by the perfidy of his heart, he beholds 
his iniquity in its true character and cries for mercy. 

David recognized his guilt. Deprived of every excuse for 
his transgressions and shorn of any supposed goodness or 
worthiness, he sees that he is personally responsible to a just 
God. “The soul that sinneth, it shall die,” is God’s decree 
and evidently seals David’s doom. Ought he, then, have any 
grounds for hope of pardon? Why, in making confession 
of his transgression, does the psalmist add: “Wash me 
throughly from mine iniquity and cleanse me from my sin” 4 
Because he is confident that the Woman’s Seed, the Messiah 
of God, would appear as the Savior from sin and death. 
Do we not hear the echo of this plea in the supplication of 
the leper: “Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean” ? 

In spite of a sense of unworthiness David persists in His 
appeal that the Lord, who alone can forgive sins, would hide 
from His all-seeing eyes every sin and failure and would wipe 
off all perversity. David is but taking God at His word; 
for Moses had, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, said of 
God: “The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long- 
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy 
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin.” 
It is the same thought that Peter expresses in proclaiming 
the Gospel to the Jews of his day: “Repent ye therefore and 
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be converted that your sins may be blotted out, when the 
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the 
Lord.” David had reason to laud God’s merey, for the Lord 
forgave him all iniquity and restored him to sonship. 

What right have we to expect any mercy at the hand of 
our righteous God? Naked of virtue, void of goodness, we 
stand helpless and must despair of a gracious audience but 
for the promise: “Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise 
cast out.” That promise of Jesus, our Savior, is all-sufficing 
and inspires hope, engenders new trust, instils peace within — 
our sin-wrecked bosoms. We take refuge to this word of 
Jesus. Here is the assurance of good anchorage until all 
of life’s storms will be past. 

In Christ, the Hope of David and of sinners of all time, 
all demands of the Law have been satisfied. It is no longer 
sin that condemns, but unbelief, a rejection of Jesus’ merits, 
the blood-bought redemption and salvation so freely given 
without cost to us. As Paul emphasizes: “For as by one 
man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obe- 
dience of One many shall be made righteous.” Christ has 
paid the penalty of our sins once and for all time. Conse- 
quently, where there is remission of sins, there can be no 
further condemnation. So even now we stand justified and 
uncondemned in the sight of God since the “blood of Jesus 
Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” “All his trans- 
gressions that he hath committed, they shall not be men- 
tioned unto him.” “But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, 
but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by 
the Spirit of our God.” 

As truly as Christ lives, our faith in Jesus’ vicarious, 
substitutionary atonement has made us whole. All our 
iniquity has been washed away by the precious life-blood of 
God’s Son, who is the propitiation for all our sins. What is 
that but saying that God has blotted out our sins? Your 
sins can no longer accuse you and cause you to despair of 
your salvation. For you the promise holds good: “TI have 
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions and, as a 
cloud, thy sins. Return unto Me, for I have redeemed thee.” 
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O penitent Christian, find consolation in these words, 
that God has answered the prayer of your heart and hidden 
your sins in Christ, who became sin for you. Come, there- 
fore, to the altar of our Lord, nothing doubting, placing 
your entire confidence in the blessed promise: “Given and 
shed for you for the remission of your sins.” You cannot 
bring a ransom for your soul; God knows that. Therefore 
He bids you come just as ‘you are, for He has blotted out 
your sins. At the Table of our gracious Redeemer receive 
in this heavenly repast, this means of grace, His true body 
and blood, given for your benefit, the strengthening of your 
faith in the forgiveness of your sins and the assurance of 
life everlasting. “Be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven 
thee.” Amen. 


Baltimore, Md. ApoLk JOHN STIEMKE. 


‘“‘Whoso Offereth Praise Glorifieth Me.’’ 


Bs. 00-23. 
Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me. 


Now that you have sat down, do you remember what our 
text is? It is the closing verse of Ps. 50, and it sums up 
what the psalm teaches. It says: ‘Whoso offereth praise 
glorifieth Me.” The psalm teaches that all true service of 
God is that which flows from praise and thanksgiving. Only 
he who is truly grateful prepares a way in which God will 
show him His salvation. A heart that is humbly thankful 
to God is the proper vessel for the rich blessings which God 
bestows. This is the lesson our text teaches. 

My friends, you say you have appeared here for “divine 
service.’ You probably use that expression at times. Let 
me ask you, how you understand that expression. Do you 
mean to say that you have come that God may do you service 
or that you may do Him a service? The thought that God 
should do us a service probably is quite foreign to us when 
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we use this expression, and there remains this idea, that we 
come together to perform a service to God. 

What sort of service is it that we perform? Is this our 
service to God, that we have put up for Him this church- 
building, as nice a building as we knew to build; and this, 
that we sing as well as we can, if we are in the mood; and 
this, that the minister makes as good a sermon as he knows 
to make; and this, that we place upon the collection-plate 
a contribution that is as good, well, as good as we feel dis- 
posed to make? Is this our service to God, and is this what 
you have come here for? And having done such service, 
shall we then go home with the pleasing thought that we 
have done God a service ? 

Really, is that the sense in which we appear for divine 
service? Doubtless, that frequently is the underlying thought 
and attitude of the mind of many worshipers. But it does 
not look good when brought to light, does it? We see at once 
that is the religion of works, that is, self-righteousness, pure 
and simple. However orthodox we may be in our Lutheran 
faith, however correctly we may state the doctrine of justi- 
fication, do you not see that if in this sense we perform our 
divine service, then, after all, we are given to self-righteous- 
ness and the abominable religion of works, the devil’s own 
old deception ? 

Our psalm opposes just this notion of divine service. 
There probably never was a grander house of worship than 
the Temple at Jerusalem, and there probably never was a 
more impressive service than that which was there performed, 
with its sacrifices and its choirs. And God here says to the 
worshipers: “TI will not reprove thee for thy sacrifices. .. . 
They have been continually before Me. I will take no bul- 
lock out of thy house nor he-goats out of thy folds; for every 
beast of the forest is Mine and the cattle upon a thousand 
hills. ... If I were hungry, I would not tell thee; for the 
world is Mine and the fulness thereof. Will I eat the flesh 
of bulls or drink the blood of goats?’ And has God need 
of our little coins, or is He charmed by our oratory? Does 
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our singing or our recitation throw a spell upon Him? Do 
you not recall what God said to David when he planned to 
build Him a magnificent Temple? God reminded him that 
He had never asked him to build Him a fine house; and He 
also asked him what house he could possibly build that 
would be suitable to hold Him, whom the heavens of heavens 
could not contain. Ah, all our righteousnesses are but as 
filthy rags! 

Filthy rags indeed! For do you not realize to what 
abominable hypocrisy such self-sufficient divine service as 
we have considered easily lends itself? In fact, hypocrisy 
always goes with it. Punctilious church attendance, the 
loud profession of a true doctrine, and the oath of faithful- 
ness to God, what wrongs does all that have to cover! Such 
divine service is used like fig-leaves to cover our sins from 
the eyes of God and man and from our own conscience. 
In our psalm God sharply addresses such a worshiper who 
performed his quite correct sacrifice and calls him a wicked 
man saying: “What hast thou to do to declare My statutes, 
or that thou shouldest take My covenant in thy mouth, 
seeing thou hatest instruction and castest My words behind 
thee? ... Thou givest thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue 
frameth deceit. Thou sittest and speakest against thy 
brother; thou slanderest thine own mother’s son. These 
things hast thou done, and I kept silence. Thou thoughtest 
that I was altogether such an one as thyself; but I will 
reprove thee and set them in order before thine eyes. Now 
consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces 
and there be none to deliver.” No, our service to God is 
a miserable thing, which can give us no satisfaction. 

What, then, is the proper understanding of “divine ser- 
vice”? What is the proper attitude of the heart? Can it 
be that we come here in order that God should do us service? 
Do we come here to be served of God? Is such a thing 
thinkable? 

Mark how God speaks in our psalm. He bids us note 
that He, the Lord, the mighty God, is speaking, and He calls 
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heaven and earth to witness. He is the Searcher of hearts, 
with whom there is no respect of persons. He can speak 
to us, and we would have no right to complain if He would 
do so out of the consuming fire of His holiness. But, behold, 
instead of that He makes a covenant with us! The great 
God condescends to us of low degree and makes a covenant 
with us as if we were His equal. As a man would make 
a covenant with another man, so God approaches us. And 
He seals that covenant with His own blood. And it is a 
covenant of grace and of truth. It is a covenant in which 
He extends to us His grace and truth and asks nothing in 
return. It is a covenant of mercy. God gives to us grace 
and truth and seals it with His blood. And more than that, 
He is not merely gracious, so that we might take the pardon 
of our sins and go, but He extends to us His love, He makes 
with us a covenant of love, and seals it with His own blood. 
And more than that, He knows how frail we are, He knows 
our weakness, and He extends to us His fellowship. He 
makes a covenant with us, and seals it with His own blood, 
and assures us that He will be with us, that His Holy Spirit 
shall be with us alway. And this covenant God gives us in 
His Word, in His own Word, with His own voice He comes 
to you now and offers you His covenant of grace and love 
and fellowship, in the word of absolution. And in the holy 
Sacrament He seals that covenant with His own flesh and 
blood. What a marvelous thing is this! It is truly as it was 
in David’s day; not we build unto Him a house, but God 
builds for us a house, an eternal house; not we serve Him, 
but He comes to us and serves us in grace and love and 
fellowship. 

And only so do we truly know God, only so are we in 
a position truly to glorify God. Only so our heart is filled 
with praise and thanksgiving. 

In such great gratitude thou comest, hungry, and thirsty, 
and helpless, and blind, and poor, and naked, that thy God 
in great mercy might continue to serve thee and help thee. 
He says in our psalm: “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; 
I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me.” 
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And from out of such gratitude you will then gladly 
build unto Him churches, and will preach, and will sing, 
and will contribute, not so much or so much, but you will 
give yourself, whole and entire. You will then place yourself 
entirely in His service, that others, too, may hear of the 
wonderful covenant of merey which He would make with 
- them, sealed with the blood of Jesus Christ. 

“Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me.” Amen. 
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